GATHERED FOR WORSHIP
PRELUDE
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
SACRED PAUSE
CALL TO WORSHIP
One: God comes looking for us at the beginning of the day.
All: And God comes looking for us when the day is nearly over.
One: God calls those who feel accomplished.
All: And God calls those who fear they have been overlooked.
One: God’s grace is not measured by our comparisons.
All: God’s generosity is greater than our calculations.
One: Let us stop looking sideways and turn our hearts toward God.
All: Let us worship with gratitude and joy.

WORSHIP IN SONG

SONG: “I See the Lord” (insert)

SONG: “Seeker,” Dolly Parton
Verse 1
I am a seeker, a poor sinful creature, There is no weaker than I am
I am a seeker and you are a teacher, You are a reacher, so reach down
Chorus
Reach out and lead me, guide me and keep me, In the shelter of your care each day, 'Cause I am a seeker and you are a keeper, You are a leader, won't you show me the way?
Verse 2
I am a vessel that's empty and useless, I am a bad seed that fell by the way
I am a loser that wants to be a winner, And you are my last hope, don't turn me away
Chorus
Reach out and lead me, oh, guide me and keep me, In the shelter of your care each day, 'Cause I am a seeker and you are a keeper, You are a leader, won't you show me the way?
Verse 3
Oh, and you are a mountain from which there flows a fountain
So let its water wash my sins away, 'Cause I am a seeker and you are a keeper
And you are a teacher, won't you teach me the way?

*HYMN:  #423 “Great is Thy Faithfulness”, (verse 1)

*PRAYER OF CELEBRATION AND LONGING: 
Generous God,
 you have given us life before we could earn it,
 love before we could deserve it,
 and grace before we knew how much we needed it.
We celebrate the goodness surrounding us:
 the people who sustain us,
 the beauty that awakens us,
 the work that gives us purpose,
 and the mercy that meets us every morning.
Yet we confess our longing for freedom.
 We compare our lives with the lives of others.
 We measure our worth through achievement, appearance, recognition, and possessions.
 We become envious of blessings that cost us nothing.
 We allow someone else’s success to make our own lives feel smaller.
Teach us to receive what you have given without keeping score.
 Help us recognize that another person’s blessing does not diminish our own.
 Let your grace awaken gratitude within us,
 until our lives become an echo of your generosity.
Amen.
*THE PASSING OF PEACE

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S SERMON:                   “The Sideways-Looking Game”         


MATTHEW 20:1-16: ‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire labourers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage,a he sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the market-place; 4and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. 5When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, “Why are you standing here idle all day?” 7They said to him, “Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” 8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, “Call the labourers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.” 9When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage.b 10Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage.c 11And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, “These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” 13But he replied to one of them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage?d 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?”e 16So the last will be first, and the first will be last.’f 
THEOLOGIAN:            “Grace and gratitude belong together like heaven and earth.                                         Grace evokes gratitude like the voice an echo.”  -Karl Barth                
SERMON:                                       “Sidewinder”                                                 
*HYMN:  #12 “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”
RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

JOYS & CONCERNS, PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH, LORD’S PRAYER
	Lord, in your mercy… Hear our prayers.


CALL TO OFFERING
God’s generosity is not a reward for our accomplishments. It is the grace that makes our lives possible.
Our offering is not a payment returned to God. It is gratitude becoming visible—an echo of the grace we have received.
Let us give with grateful and generous hearts.



Thank you for supporting our ministries!  
Offerings are gratefully received in the box in the back of the sanctuary, via QR code, or by US post.  
[image: ]

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Him all creatures here below
Praise Him above ye heav'nly hosts, Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Generous God,
receive these gifts as the echo of your grace.
Use them to seek those who have been overlooked,
welcome those who have been left waiting,
and provide enough for all your children.
Make our church a living sign of an economy shaped not by comparison, but by compassion. Amen. 


 SENT TO SERVE


SONG: “Simple Kingdom”
Verse 1
Your kingdom is simple, As simple as love
You welcomed the children, You stopped for the one
We want to see people, The way Jesus does
Your kingdom is simple, Lord teach it to us
Verse 2
Your kingdom is humble, As humble as death
His King is a savior, Who gave His last breath
So may we die daily, Our pride laid to rest
His kingdom is humble, And the broken are blessed
Chorus
Hallelujah, Hallowed be Your name
May we live and breathe Your praise
Hallelujah, Let all creation say
Oh The King of heaven reigns, (Yes he does yes he does)
Verse 3
Your kingdom is coming, Your kingdom is here
Alive in our waiting, At work in our tears
So come to us quickly, Forever our prayer
Your kingdom is coming, Lord Jesus come near (hallelujah)
Verse 4
Your kingdom is backwards, It flows in reverse
What You call a treasure, This world calls a curse
The small become great and, The last become first
Your kingdom is backwards, Lord teach us to serve
As it is with Your kingdom, Let it be with Your church
Ending
He reigns forever, He reigns forever
Bryan Torwalt, Cody Carnes, Katie Torwalt, Paul Duncan, CCLI Song #7195486
© 2022 Capitol CMG Genesis; Capitol CMG Paragon; Centricity Music Publishing; Jesus Culture Music; Jesus Culture Music Group; Shi-Lily Songs; Torwalt Music; Torwalt Music Publishing Global; Writer's Roof Publishing
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License #11353163

BENEDICTION
Go into the world without keeping score.
When you are tempted to look sideways,
 look again at the grace already within your hands.
Remember:
 another person’s blessing does not diminish your own,
 another person’s success does not lessen your worth,
 and God’s generosity will never run dry.
Grace has spoken.
Let gratitude be your echo.
Go in peace to love and serve God. Amen.

POSTLUDE

Thank you for worshiping with us at TCC!
Pastor: Rev. Dr. M. Todd Shipley
   Music Minister: Ilana Ofgang, Ilana.ofgang@trumbullcc.org 

 OFFICE HOURS: Please feel free to reach out to Lisa – Mondays, Wednesday & Thursdays from 9am-12pm at 203-268-2433 or at office@trumbullcc.org.   

LET US PRAY…..To add to our prayer list please email Lisa in the office  with a brief description of your prayer.  Please indicate if you would like the prayer to be listed on an ongoing basis.  office@trumbullcc.org.[image: ]
~The parents of Paul Nestro, experiencing health concerns
~Maria Coffin, prayers for ongoing recovery from cancer surgery
~Ian and Jacqueline Sugrue-Tait and Griffin, their youngest, who struggles with significant health issues.  Prayers 
   also for Jacqueline’s father, experiencing health concerns 
~Marlene, Amy Ronge’s friend, healing prayers as she recovers from cancer treatment
~ Ruth Knecht, receiving treatment for cancer     
~ Michelle Molnar, experiencing health concerns
~ Barbara DeAngelo’s brother-in-law Richie DeAngelo experiencing health concerns
 ~The family of Janice Forgette mourning her passing, especially Robin.
~ Edward Consolati, experiencing health concerns
~ Jen Svelnys & family mourning the recent death of her mother Patricia Svelnys
~ Carrie Foy, Laura and Eric Farrell’s Sister-in-Law dealing with paralysis issues.
~ Joyce Golesky's friend Joanne, whose 13-year-old grandson Leo, dealing with ongoing medical issues.
~ Ann Pinto, prayers of healing and recovery from cancer
~ Muirgheal Coffin, as she struggles with an increase in seizures and is trying new medication
~ Karolina Szabo & her family mourning the passing of her sister, Irma
~ Val Corish, & their Family mourning the passing of our beloved Joe Hanlon
~ Barbara DeAngelo as she recovers from rotator cuff surgery
~ Jackie Rosati dealing with A-fib and lung cancer
~ Carolyn Moller transitioning to assisted living

*CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: All members are asked to attend a meeting after worship on Sept. 27th. We’ll review programmatic agendas for the year, receive the Nominations report, and vote on the budget.   We look forward to seeing you there!    [image: ]
*ADULT FORUM RETURNS: A monthly Sunday School class for adults , led by Rev Caroly Gibson, will begin on Sunday October 4th after church. The class will meet after church on the first Sunday of each month. First Class: “What is the Bible? How is it used? Misused?

*nOURish BRIDGEPORT - Please see dates below for our upcoming nOURish Bridgeport Feel the Warmth Dinners - we would love to have some Volunteers. Check out the Sign-up Genius on our Website for details!
 *REFILL THE PANTRY !! - 10/17- nOURish BRIDGEPORT Food Pantry @ Stop&Shop, 4531 Main St, Bridgeport https://volunteersignup.org/ AWDKD
10/24- Trumbull Food Pantry @ Stop&Shop, 100 Quality St, Trumbull https://volunteersignup.org/ 4WPWW

[image: ☀️] SPREADING SUNSHINE! :  Know a church member who could use a little Sunshine?  Our Sunshine ministry is here to help spread cheer, encouragement, and love during times of need—whether someone is recovering from surgery, facing a difficult season, or experiencing the loss of a loved one. If you know someone who could use a little sunshine [image: ☀️], please reach out to Selina Conklin: [image: 📱] Text: 203-556-5711, [image: 📧] Email: JacobsMom91715@yahoo.com   Together, let’s brighten someone’s day and remind our congregation that we care and we’re here for one another! [image: 💛]
[image: ] 

** TODAY – New Member Workshop @ 1pm – Lunch Provided! 
** TODAY  – Sunday School Kickoff!    Fall Program: “You Belong Here!”	
** Sept. 24th - Feel the Warmth at Nourish Bridgeport
**Sept. 27th – TCC Annual Meeting Directly after Service - we hope to see you there !!
                


BE SURE TO FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!!!
        [image: ]
 
Facebook    (trumbullcongregationalchurch),                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        [image: ]
             Instagram    (trumbullcongregationalchurch)

[image: ]
Trumbull Congregational Church (@TrumbullC27305) / X                       
[image: ]
Trumbull Congregational Church - YouTube        
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