GATHERED FOR WORSHIP
PRELUDE
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
SACRED PAUSE 

CALL TO WORSHIP:
We come before the God who formed us and knows us.
We come as we are, not as we pretend to be.
Christ comes among us bearing wounds, not hiding them.
In his vulnerability, we discover courage.
The Spirit invites us to see and to be seen, to know and to be known.
We open our hearts to God and to one another.
Let us worship the One whose perfect love makes honesty possible.

WORSHIP IN SONG

SONG: “Who You Say I Am” (insert)
Verse 1
Who am I that the highest King
Would welcome me
I was lost but He brought me in
Oh His love for me
Oh His love for me
Chorus 1
Who the Son sets free
Oh is free indeed
I'm a child of God
Yes I am
Verse 2
Free at last
He has ransomed me
His grace runs deep
While I was a slave to sin
Jesus died for me
Yes He died for me
Chorus 2
In my Father's house
There's a place for me
I'm a child of God, Yes I am
Bridge
I am chosen not forsaken
I am who You say I am
You are for me not against me
I am who You say I am
Tag
(Oh) (Yes) I am who You say I am

Ben Fielding, Reuben Morgan
CCLI Song #7102401
© 2017 Hillsong Music Publishing Australia
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License #11353163


SONG:  “Doubting Thomas,” Nickel Creek
Verse 1
What will be left when I've drawn my last breath
Besides the folks I've met and the folks who know me?
Will I discover a soul-saving love
Or just the dirt above and below me?
Chorus
I'm a doubting Thomas
I took a promise
But I do not feel safe
Oh me of little faith
Verse 2
Sometimes I pray for a slap in the face
Then I beg to be spared 'cause I'm a coward
If there's a master of death, I bet he's holding his breath
As I show the blind and tell the deaf about his power
Chorus
I'm a doubting Thomas
I can't keep my promises
'Cause I don't know what's safe
Oh me of little faith
Bridge
Can I be used to help others find truth
When I'm scared I'll find proof that it's a lie?
Can I be led down a trail dropping bread crumbs
To prove I'm not ready to die?

Verse 3
Please give me time to decipher the signs
Please forgive me for time that I've wasted
Chorus
I'm a doubting Thomas
I'll take your promise
Though I know nothing's safe
Oh me of little faith
Oh me of little faith

*HYMN: #503 “O Savior, Let Me Walk With You,”  verses 1 & 2

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 
Merciful God, we confess that we often hide from you, from others, and even from ourselves. We hide behind accomplishment, humor, certainty, anger, and silence.
We fear that if others truly knew us, they might turn away. We sometimes judge the wounds of others because we are uncomfortable with our own.
Forgive us. Teach us the courage of Christ, who did not hide his wounded hands,
but offered them as signs of love. Help us become honest without being harsh,
open without being careless, and vulnerable without forgetting wisdom. Amen.
[bookmark: _cjs72wtjodm1]WORDS OF GRACE:
Jesus did not reject Thomas for his uncertainty.
Jesus came closer.
He offered Thomas not an argument, but his wounds.
This is the grace of God:
we are not loved because we are flawless.
We are loved because we belong to God.
In Christ, we are seen, known, forgiven, and held.
Thanks be to God. Amen.
* THE PASSING OF PEACE
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S SERMON:                      “Bandages and Brave Hearts” 
PSALM 139:13–18: For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; that I know very well. 15   My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 16 Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. In your book were written all the days that were formed for me, when none of them as yet existed. 17 How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them! 18 I try to count them—they are more than the sand; I come to the enda—I am still with you. 

JOHN 20:24–29: But Thomas (who was called the Twina), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 27Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ 28Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 29Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’

[bookmark: _jsqfelyjow3l]
[bookmark: _z8fjw7xlade2]
[bookmark: _i6nu6yjm1w2j]
[bookmark: _2pd7sulp71x]Poetry Reading
Mary Oliver, “Wild Geese”
You do not have to be good. You do not have to walk on your knees for a hundred miles through the desert repenting. You only have to let the soft animal of your body love what it loves. Tell me about despair, yours, and I will tell you mine. Meanwhile the world goes on. Meanwhile the sun and the clear pebbles of the rain are moving across the landscapes, over the prairies and the deep trees, the mountains and the rivers. Meanwhile the wild geese, high in the clean blue air, are heading home again. Whoever you are, no matter how lonely, the world offers itself to your imagination, calls to you like the wild geese, harsh and exciting - over and over announcing your place in the family of things. 

SERMON:                           “V is for Vulnerability”

*HYMN: #502 “Dear God, Embracing Humankind”
RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

JOYS & CONCERNS, PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH, LORD’S PRAYER
	Lord, in your mercy… Hear our prayers.

CALL TO OFFERING
Vulnerability teaches us to loosen our grip.
We release the illusion that we are entirely self-sufficient
and recognize that our lives are bound together.
Through our offerings,
we participate in God’s work of creating a world
where people are cared for, welcomed, and loved.
Let us give with open hands and open hearts.


Thank you for supporting our ministries!  
Offerings are gratefully received in the box in the back of the sanctuary, via QR code, or by US post.  
[image: ]


*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise Him all creatures here below
Praise Him above ye heav'nly hosts
Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Generous God, receive these gifts and receive our lives.
Use what we offer
to comfort the wounded,
welcome the forgotten,
strengthen the weary,
and build communities of courageous love.
Amen.
 SENT TO SERVE

SONG: “Pass Me Not”
Verse 1
Pass me not O gentle Savior
Hear my humble cry
While on others Thou art calling
Do not pass me by
Chorus
Savior Savior hear my humble cry
While on others Thou art calling
Do not pass me by
Verse 2
Let me at the throne of mercy
Find a sweet relief
Kneeling there in deep contrition
Help my unbelief
Verse 3
Trusting only in Thy merit
Would I seek Thy face
Heal my wounded broken spirit
Save me by Thy grace
Verse 4
Thou the Spring of all my comfort
More than life to me
Whom have I on earth beside Thee
Whom in heaven but Thee
Fanny Jane Crosby, William Howard Doane
CCLI Song #41594
© Words: Public Domain; Music: Public Domain
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License #11353163

BENEDICTION :
Go now with the courage to be seen.
You are known by God.
You are wonderfully made.
You do not have to hide your wounds from Christ,
for Christ meets you through wounds of his own.
May you find people with whom you can be honest.
May you become a person with whom others can be honest.
Go into the world to see, to know, and to love. Amen.

POSTLUDE

Thank you for worshiping with us at TCC!
Pastor: Rev. Dr. M. Todd Shipley
   Music Minister: Ilana Ofgang, Ilana.ofgang@trumbullcc.org 

 OFFICE HOURS: Please feel free to reach out to Lisa – Mondays, Wednesday & Thursdays from 9am-12pm at 203-268-2433 or at office@trumbullcc.org.   
[image: ]
LET US PRAY…..To add to our prayer list please email Lisa in the office with a brief description of your prayer.  Please indicate if you would like the prayer to be listed on an ongoing basis.  office@trumbullcc.org 



~The parents of Paul Nestro, experiencing health concerns
~Maria Coffin, prayers for ongoing recovery from cancer surgery
~Ian and Jacqueline Sugrue-Tait and Griffin, their youngest, who struggles with significant health issues.  Prayers  also for Jacqueline’s father, experiencing health concerns 
~Marlene, Amy Ronge’s friend, healing prayers as she recovers from cancer treatment
~ Ruth Knecht, receiving treatment for cancer     
~ Michelle Monlar, experiencing health concerns
~ Barbara DeAngelo’s brother-in-law Richie DeAngelo experiencing health concerns
 ~The family of Janice Forgette mourning her passing, especially Robin.
~ Edward Consolati, experiencing health concerns
~ Jen Svelnys & family mourning the recent death of her mother Patricia Svelnys
~ Carrie Foy, Laura and Eric Farrell’s Sister-in-Law dealing with paralysis issues.
~ Joyce Golesky's friend Joanne, whose 13-year-old grandson Leo, dealing with ongoing medical issues.
~ Ann Pinto, prayers of healing and recovery from cancer
~ Muirgheal Coffin, as she struggles with an increase in seizures and is trying new medication
~ Karolina Szabo & her family mourning the passing of her sister, Irma
~ Val Corish, & their Family mourning the passing of our beloved Joe Hanlon
~ Barbara DeAngelo as she recovers from rotator cuff surgery
~ Jackie Rosati dealing with A-fib and lung cancer
~ Carolyn Moller transitioning to assisted living
~ Pastor Todd and his family mourning the death of his father








   [image: ]
 
*EMERGENCY COVERAGE for PASTOR TODD:  8/4 - 8/17 Rev. Eric Gramse @ 203-540-9910, 
8/18 - 8/23 Rev. Kathleen Mills @ 207-213-3576 - Come to Sunday Service on 8/9 & 8/16 when Jon Coffin will be our guest preacher. 

*FALL RETREAT FOR MEN & WOMEN:  Join Rev. Caroly Gibson Sept. 18-20 at the Wisdom House in Litchfield, CT. - “Dare to Question”. Register Soon, space is limited. For details, email: cbcgibson88@gmail.com or call 203-380-1260 (flyers also available in the Narthex)

*LADIES LUNCHEON : The women’s group meets the first Wednesday of every month - the next luncheon will be meeting Wed. Aug. 5th at 12:00 at Old Towne Restaurant. Please RSVP to Joann Hunt at jojohunt1942@gmail.com as we will need to make reservations in advance - we hope to see you there!!!

*nOURish BRIDGEPORT - Please see dates below for our upcoming nOURish Bridgeport Feel the Warmth Dinners - we would love to have some Volunteers. Check out the Sign-up Genius on our Website for details!
 
[image: mark your calendar #3777303 | Clipart Library]
                               
                                ** Aug. 27- Feel the Warmth at Nourish Bridgeport 
                                ** Sept. 18-20  - Fall Retreat with Rev. Caroly Gibson - see details above.


BE SURE TO FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!!![image: ]

                        Facebook    (trumbullcongregationalchurch)
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        [image: ]
             Instagram    (trumbullcongregationalchurch)

[image: ]
Trumbull Congregational Church (@TrumbullC27305) / X                       
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Trumbull Congregational Church - YouTube                                                     
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