GATHERED FOR WORSHIP
PRELUDE
WELCOME
SACRED PAUSE
CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Give ear, O people, to the teaching of God.
People: We open our hearts to the stories of faith.
Leader: God opens the mouth in a parable.
People: God speaks through seed and soil, bread and wine, field and road.
Leader: We will tell the coming generation the glorious deeds of the Lord.
People: We will tell of God’s strength, mercy, and wonder.
Leader: Come, let us worship the God who speaks through story.
People: Come, let us enter the parable of grace.
WORSHIP IN SONG

*HYMN: # 283 “Spirit of the Living God” (2x)

*PRAYER OF CELEBRATION: 
God of seed and soil,
we come before you with thanksgiving.
Thank you for stories that have carried us:
bedtime stories, family stories, church stories,
stories of survival, forgiveness, courage, and hope.
Thank you for the stories of Scripture,
where ordinary people encounter extraordinary grace.
And yet, Lord, we confess that not every story we carry is true.
Sometimes we live inside the story that we are alone.
Sometimes we live inside the story that nothing can change.
Sometimes we live inside the story that our worth depends on success, approval, or being right.
Sometimes we tell stories about others that are too small, too suspicious, or too unkind.
Forgive us, O God.
Plant your word in us again.
Break up the hard soil.
Clear away the thorns.
Make room for grace to take root.
Tell us again the story of your love —
until it becomes the truest thing about us.
Amen.


*WORDS OF ASSURANCE AND THE PASSING OF PEACE
Hear the good news: God is not finished sowing grace. Even when our hearts are hard, distracted, shallow, or tangled, Christ keeps scattering mercy. The love of God is generous, patient, and alive. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. In Jesus Christ, a new story can begin. Amen.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S SERMON:                           “A Seed Is a Tiny Story” 
Psalm 78:1–4: Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 2 I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings from of old, 3 things that we have heard and known, that our ancestors have told us. 4 We will not hide them from their children; we will tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds of the Lord, and his might, and the wonders that he has done. 
Mark 4:1–20: Again he began to teach beside the lake. Such a very large crowd gathered around him that he got into a boat on the lake and sat there, while the whole crowd was beside the lake on the land. 2He began to teach them many things in parables, and in his teaching he said to them: 3‘Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and it sprang up quickly, since it had no depth of soil. 6And when the sun rose, it was scorched; and since it had no root, it withered away. 7Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. 8Other seed fell into good soil and brought forth grain, growing up and increasing and yielding thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.’ 9And he said, ‘Let anyone with ears to hear listen!’
10 When he was alone, those who were around him along with the twelve asked him about the parables. 11And he said to them, ‘To you has been given the secreta of the kingdom of God, but for those outside, everything comes in parables; 12in order that
“they may indeed look, but not perceive, and may indeed listen, but not understand;
so that they may not turn again and be forgiven.” ’  13 And he said to them, ‘Do you not understand this parable? Then how will you understand all the parables? 14The sower sows the word. 15These are the ones on the path where the word is sown: when they hear, Satan immediately comes and takes away the word that is sown in them. 16And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: when they hear the word, they immediately receive it with joy. 17But they have no root, and endure only for a while; then, when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately they fall away.b 18And others are those sown among the thorns: these are the ones who hear the word, 19but the cares of the world, and the lure of wealth, and the desire for other things come in and choke the word, and it yields nothing. 20And these are the ones sown on the good soil: they hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.’
SERMON:       “P is for Parable”
                                  
*HYMN: #12 “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

JOYS & CONCERNS, PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH, LORD’S PRAYER
	Lord, in your mercy… Hear our prayers.

CALL TO OFFERING
In the parable, the sower scatters seed with generosity.
Our offering is one way we join the generous work of God. We give not because there is a shortage of grace, but because grace has already been scattered in our lives.
If you placed your offering in the box as you entered, or if you give in another way, may this act of generosity become part of the story God is telling through this church.
Let us dedicate our gifts.

Thank you for supporting our ministries!  
Offerings are gratefully received in the box in the back of the sanctuary, via QR code, or by US post.  
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*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise Him all creatures here below
Praise Him above ye heav'nly hosts
Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Generous God,
you scatter grace with an open hand.
Receive these gifts,
and use them as seeds of mercy, hope, and love.
May they take root in this church,
in this community,
and in lives we may never see.
Bless the gifts.
Bless the givers.
Bless the story you are still writing among us.
Amen.
 SENT TO SERVE

HYMN: #617 “Unite and Join Your Cheerful Songs”

ANNOUNCEMENTS and BENEDICTION 
Go now in the grace of the great storyteller.
Go with ears to hear.
Go with hearts like open soil.
Go trusting that God is still sowing mercy in the world.
May the story of Jesus take root in you.
May it grow in courage, compassion, and joy.
And may your life become a parable of God’s love.
In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



POSTLUDE

Thank you for worshiping with us at TCC!
Pastor: Rev. Dr. M. Todd Shipley
   Music Minister: Ilana Ofgang, Ilana.ofgang@trumbullcc.org 

 OFFICE HOURS: Please feel free to reach out to Lisa – Mondays, Wednesday & Thursdays from 9am-12pm at 203-268-2433 or at office@trumbullcc.org.   
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LET US PRAY…..To add to our prayer list please email Lisa in the office with a brief description of your prayer.  Please indicate if you would like the prayer to be listed on an ongoing basis.  office@trumbullcc.org 

~The parents of Paul Nestro, experiencing health concerns
~Maria Coffin, prayers for ongoing recovery from cancer surgery
~Ian and Jacqueline Sugrue-Tait and Griffin, their youngest, who struggles with significant health issues.  Prayers 
   also for Jacqueline’s father, experiencing health concerns 
~Rev. John Russell, former TCC Pastor, experiencing health concerns
~Marlene, Amy Ronge’s friend, healing prayers as she recovers from cancer treatment
~ Ruth Knecht, receiving treatment for cancer     
~ Michelle Monlar, experiencing health concerns
~ Barbara DeAngelo’s brother-in-law Richie DeAngelo experiencing health concerns
 ~The family of Janice Forgette mourning her passing, especially Robin.
~ Edward Consolati, experiencing health concerns
~ Jen Svelnys & family mourning the recent death of her mother Patricia Svelnys
~ Carrie Foy, Laura and Eric Farrell’s Sister-in-Law dealing with paralysis issues.
~ Joyce Golesky's friend Joanne, whose 13-year-old grandson Leo, dealing with ongoing medical issues.
~ Ann Pinto, prayers of healing and recovery from cancer
~ Muirgheal Coffin, as she struggles with an increase in seizures and is trying new medication
~ Karolina Szabo & her family mourning the passing of her sister, Irma
~The Hare family mourning the passing of Angela’s mother
~ Val Corish, & their Family mourning the passing of our beloved Joe Hanlon
~ Rev. Caroly Gibson, recovering from knee surgery
   [image: ]
 **Special thanks to our guest organist this morning, Juliann Janowski, for sharing her time and talent.

****GRATITUDE SUNDAY - ***RESCHEDULED - SUNDAY JUNE 28th - We hope you can join us directly after service -there will be food, games, and music – celebration of our staff & our Ministry Partners.

*nOURish BRIDGEPORT - Please see dates below for our upcoming nOURish Bridgeport Feel the Warmth Dinners - we would love to have some Volunteers. Check out the Sign-up Genius on our Website for details!
 
* FAIRFIELD COUNTY CHILDREN’S CHOIR MUSIC CAMP- June 22–26 • 9:00 AM–1:00 PM • Fairfield Warde High School, The FCCC Music Camp is a joyful, immersive week for children entering grades 2–7 who love to sing or want to explore choral music in a fun, supportive environment.  
*What campers will experience - Daily choral rehearsals with FCCC conductors, Creative movement and expressive performance activities, Singing games and folk dances from around the world, Healthy vocal technique and confidence-building skills, A warm, collaborative community of young musicians. The week concludes with a final performance for family and friends!  Cost is $400 per camper ($375 for current FCCC members) Space is limited.  - Questions or registration: Questions or registration - Email: Manager@SingFCCC.org

[image: mark your calendar #3777303 | Clipart Library]
                 **   June 25th - Feel the Warmth at Nourish Bridgeport 
                **   June 28th – ** RESCHEDULED ** -  Gratitude Sunday  

BE SURE TO FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!!!
           [image: ]
 
Facebook    (trumbullcongregationalchurch)
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        [image: ]
             Instagram    (trumbullcongregationalchurch)
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Trumbull Congregational Church (@TrumbullC27305) / X                       
[image: ]
Trumbull Congregational Church - YouTube        
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