GATHERED FOR WORSHIP
PRELUDE
WELCOME
SACRED PAUSE
OPENING PRAYER
God of living water,
you have always met your people near rivers, wells, seas, and springs.
You watered the garden of creation.
You led your people through the waters of freedom.
You washed Jesus in the Jordan.
You promised a river of life for the healing of the world.
Meet us here this morning.
Where we are dry, refresh us.
Where we are afraid, loosen us.
Where we are stuck, move us.
Where we are thirsty, fill us.
May our worship become a stream of gratitude,
our prayers become a river of compassion,
and our lives become channels of your grace.
In the name of Christ, the source of living water, we pray.
Amen.
WORSHIP IN SONG

*HYMN: #597 “Shall We Gather at the River”

*PRAYER OF CELEBRATION AND CONFESSION: 
God of grace,
we celebrate the gift of water.
Water that falls as rain.
Water that gathers in ponds and lakes.
Water that rushes in rivers.
Water that cleanses, restores, and gives life.
We celebrate the gift of your Spirit,
moving in ways we cannot always control,
arriving in unexpected places,
and bringing life where we assumed life was gone.
And yet, O God, we confess that we often prefer walls to rivers.
We build defenses around our hearts.
We cling to certainty when you invite trust.
We choose comfort when you invite movement.
We settle for spiritual dryness because change feels frightening.
Forgive us.
Teach us again that faith is not a fortress.
Faith is a river.
Let your love move through us.
Let your mercy reshape us.
Let your Spirit carry us toward deeper life.
Amen.
*WORDS OF ASSURANCE AND THE PASSING OF PEACE
Hear the good news:
Jesus says, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me.”
Anyone.
That means you.
That means me.
That means the world God loves.
In Christ, we are forgiven, refreshed, and invited into the flow of grace.
Thanks be to God.
Amen.
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S SERMON:                           “A River Keeps Moving” 
JOHN 7:37–44: On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he cried out, ‘Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, 38and let the one who believes in me drink. Asa the scripture has said, “Out of the believer’s heartb shall flow rivers of living water.” ’ 39Now he said this about the Spirit, which believers in him were to receive; for as yet there was no Spirit,c because Jesus was not yet glorified. 40 When they heard these words, some in the crowd said, ‘This is really the prophet.’ 41Others said, ‘This is the Messiah.’d But some asked, ‘Surely the Messiahe does not come from Galilee, does he? 42Has not the scripture said that the Messiahf is descended from David and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David lived?’ 43So there was a division in the crowd because of him. 44Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him.

POEM:                                         “At Blackwater Pond”   by Mary Oliver
At Blackwater Pond the tossed waters have settled, after a night of rain.
 I dip my cupped hands. I drink a long time. It tastes like stone, leaves, fire. It falls cold
 into my body, waking the bones. I hear them deep inside me, whispering
 “oh what is that beautiful thing that just happened?”

SERMON:                                       “R is for River”
                              
*HYMN: #489 “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” (verses 1-4)

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

JOYS & CONCERNS, PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH, LORD’S PRAYER
	Lord, in your mercy… Hear our prayers.

CALL TO OFFERING
Jesus says, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me.”
The offering is one way we become part of that invitation.
Through what we give, we help create places where thirsty souls can be welcomed, where weary people can be cared for, where children can learn love, where neighbors can find compassion, and where the Spirit can keep flowing through the life of the church.
Our offerings have already been placed in the offering box, but now we dedicate them, and ourselves, to the river of God’s grace.


Thank you for supporting our ministries!  
Offerings are gratefully received in the box in the back of the sanctuary, via QR code, or by US post.  
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*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise Him all creatures here below
Praise Him above ye heav'nly hosts
Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
Generous God,
receive these gifts and the lives they represent.
Let them become more than money.
Let them become welcome.
Let them become compassion.
Let them become justice.
Let them become hope.
May this church never become a stagnant pool of fear,
but a flowing river of your love.
Use us, move us, renew us.
Amen.


 SENT TO SERVE

*HYMN: #438 “When Peace Like a River”

ANNOUNCEMENTS and BENEDICTION 
Go now in the grace of Christ.
Do not be afraid to move with the Spirit.
Where the world is dry, bring compassion.
Where hearts are hardened, bring mercy.
Where fear has frozen love, bring courage.
Where life feels stagnant, bring hope.
And may the living water of God flow in you, through you, and beyond you,
this day and always.
Amen.


POSTLUDE

Thank you for worshiping with us at TCC!
Pastor: Rev. Dr. M. Todd Shipley
   Music Minister: Ilana Ofgang, Ilana.ofgang@trumbullcc.org 

 OFFICE HOURS: Please feel free to reach out to Lisa – Mondays, Wednesday & Thursdays from 9am-12pm at 203-268-2433 or at office@trumbullcc.org.   
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LET US PRAY…..To add to our prayer list please email Lisa in the office with a brief description of your prayer.  Please indicate if you would like the prayer to be listed on an ongoing basis.  office@trumbullcc.org 

~The parents of Paul Nestro, experiencing health concerns
~Maria Coffin, prayers for ongoing recovery from cancer surgery
~Ian and Jacqueline Sugrue-Tait and Griffin, their youngest, who struggles with significant health issues.  Prayers 
   also for Jacqueline’s father, experiencing health concerns 
~Rev. John Russell, former TCC Pastor, experiencing health concerns
~Marlene, Amy Ronge’s friend, healing prayers as she recovers from cancer treatment
~ Ruth Knecht, receiving treatment for cancer     
~ Michelle Monlar, experiencing health concerns
~ Barbara DeAngelo’s brother-in-law Richie DeAngelo experiencing health concerns
 ~The family of Janice Forgette mourning her passing, especially Robin.
~ Edward Consolati, experiencing health concerns
~ Jen Svelnys & family mourning the recent death of her mother Patricia Svelnys
~ Carrie Foy, Laura and Eric Farrell’s Sister-in-Law dealing with paralysis issues.
~ Joyce Golesky's friend Joanne, whose 13-year-old grandson Leo, dealing with ongoing medical issues.
~ Ann Pinto, prayers of healing and recovery from cancer
~ Muirgheal Coffin, as she struggles with an increase in seizures and is trying new medication
~ Karolina Szabo & her family mourning the passing of her sister, Irma
~The Hare family mourning the passing of Angela’s mother
~ Val Corish, & their Family mourning the passing of our beloved Joe Hanlon
~ Rev. Caroly Gibson, recovering from knee surgery
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 **Special thanks to our guest organist this morning, Juliann Janowski, for sharing her time and talent.

*FALL RETREAT FOR MEN & WOMEN:  Join Rev. Caroly Gibson Sept. 18-20 at the Wisdom House in Litchfield, CT. - “Dare to Question”. Register Soon, space is limited. For details, email: cbcgibson88@gmail.com or call 203-380-1260 (flyers also available in the Narthex)
*LADIES LUNCHEON : The women’s group meets the first Wednesday of every month - the next luncheon will be meeting Wed. July 1st. at 12:00 at Old Towne Restaurant. Please RSVP to Joann Hunt at jojohunt1942@gmail.com as we will need to make reservations in advance - we hope to see you there!!!

*nOURish BRIDGEPORT - Please see dates below for our upcoming nOURish Bridgeport Feel the Warmth Dinners - we would love to have some Volunteers. Check out the Sign-up Genius on our Website for details!
 
[image: mark your calendar #3777303 | Clipart Library]
                                 **TODAY** -  Gratitude Sunday  - 11am
                               ** Sept. 18-20  - Fall Retreat with Rev. Caroly Gibson - see details above.





BE SURE TO FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!!!
           [image: ]
 
Facebook    (trumbullcongregationalchurch)
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        [image: ]
             Instagram    (trumbullcongregationalchurch)
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Trumbull Congregational Church (@TrumbullC27305) / X                       
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Trumbull Congregational Church - YouTube        
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