GATHERED FOR WORSHIP
PRELUDE
WELCOME
SACRED PAUSE 
There are some things we can only learn in the dark.
In the daylight, we are often busy being competent, productive, cheerful, and certain. But at night, the deeper questions come. The soul speaks. The heart remembers what it has been carrying.
Nicodemus came to Jesus by night. And Jesus did not turn him away.
So today, we bring not only our daylight faith, but also our nighttime questions. We bring our uncertainty, our longing, our quiet searching, and our hope that even in the dark, God is near.
Let us take a breath together.

OPENING PRAYER
Leader: We come to worship the God who meets us in the daylight.
 People: And the God who meets us in the night.
Leader: We come with faith that is strong.
 People: And with questions we are still learning how to ask.
Leader: We come like Nicodemus, seeking Jesus in the dark.
 People: Trusting that Christ will not turn us away.
Leader: We come believing that darkness is not beyond God’s reach.
 People: For even the night is bright as day to the Lord.
Leader: Come, let us worship God.
 People: The God who brings new birth, new hope, and new light.

WORSHIP IN SONG

SONG: “I See The Lord”
[bookmark: _qrpl7iyxq68b]Verse 1
This is where worship starts, Here in the temple of my heart
Remembering who You are, And all You've done
This is Your majesty, All I have tasted and I've seen
Remembering who You are, And once again
[bookmark: _wynaboc0tzn0]Chorus 1
I see the Lord, Forever glorified
Exalted and lifted high, And all of the kingdom it cries
You are You are the Lord
[bookmark: _7pd1lqqlihio]Verse 2
This is eternity, Deep calling deep inside of me
I'm right where I'm meant to be, Here with You
This is Your family, Stretching as far as I can see
I'm right where I'm meant to be, Once again
[bookmark: _aoq87rnld1uw]Chorus 2
I see the Lord, Forever glorified
Exalted and lifted high, And all of the kingdom it cries
You are You are the Lord, Seated upon the throne
The God who is three in one, The Father the Spirit the Son
You are You are the Lord
[bookmark: _or66x3qgbgb9]Bridge
You are the Lord holy You are, You are the Lord worthy You are
You are the Lord holy You are, You are the Lord worthy You are
[bookmark: _iksm5sqd6yv]Ending
You are the Lord holy You are, You are the Lord worthy You are
You are the Lord
CCLI Song # 7064832, Eddie Hoagland | Jacob Sooter | Jonathan Smith | Matt Maher
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SONG: “Stand By Me,” Ben E. King

When the night has come, And the land is dark, And the moon is the only light we'll see
No I won't be afraid, Oh, I won't be afraid, Just as long as you stand, stand by me
So darling, darling, Stand by me, oh stand by me, Oh stand, stand by me
Stand by me, If the sky that we look upon, Should tumble and fall
Or the mountain should crumble to the sea, I won't cry, I won't cry
No, I won't shed a tear, Just as long as you stand, stand by me
And darling, darling, Stand by me, oh stand by me
Oh stand now, stand by me, Stand by me, Darling, darling
Stand by me, oh stand by me, Oh stand now, stand by me, stand by me
Whenever you're in trouble won't you stand by me
Oh stand by me, oh won't you stand now, stand, Stand by me...

*HYMN: 292 Breathe on Me Breath of God

*PRAYER OF LONGING: 
Holy Spirit, We come before you with longing.
We long for a faith deeper than easy answers.
 We long for a hope stronger than our fear.
 We long for a love wide enough to hold our questions.
 We long for your presence in the places where life feels uncertain, hidden, or dark.
Like Nicodemus, we come to Jesus in the night.
 We come with what we know,
 and with all we do not yet understand.
Teach us that darkness is not beyond your reach.
 Teach us that mystery is not the enemy of faith.
 Teach us that even when we cannot see the way forward, you may still be bringing something new to birth within us.
Come, Holy Spirit.  Amen.
* THE PASSING OF PEACE
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S SERMON:                       “Things That Grow in the Dark” 
JOHN 3:1-17:  Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.
SERMON:                           “N is for Night”
*HYMN: #98 “Now the Day Is Over”

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

JOYS & CONCERNS, PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH, LORD’S PRAYER
	Lord, in your mercy… Hear our prayers.

CALL TO OFFERING
As we come to the offering, we remember that our gifts are part of how God brings light into the world.
Through this church, people are welcomed, comforted, taught, encouraged, and reminded that they are not alone. Through our giving, we help create a community where people can bring their daylight joys and their nighttime questions.
Our offering has already been placed in the offering box as we entered worship. So now, let us dedicate those gifts to God.

Thank you for supporting our ministries!  
Offerings are gratefully received in the box in the back of the sanctuary, via QR code, or by US post.  
[image: ]

*DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise Him all creatures here below
Praise Him above ye heav'nly hosts
Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost


OFFERTORY PRAYER
Generous God, We offer these gifts to you with gratitude.
Use them to bring light where there is loneliness, hope where there is despair, welcome where there is fear, and love where there is uncertainty.
Bless this church, that we may be a place where people can come honestly — with faith, with questions, with grief, with joy, with doubt, and with hope.
May all we give and all we do serve the work of your love in the world.  Amen.
 SENT TO SERVE

SONG: “Holy Holy Holy” (Nicaea)
[bookmark: _x6keje3j0kei]Verse 1
Holy holy holy, Lord God Almighty, Early in the morning
Our song shall rise to Thee, Holy holy holy, Merciful and mighty
God in three persons, Blessed Trinity
[bookmark: _yseyn22auoxu]Verse 2
Holy holy holy, All the saints adore Thee
Casting down their golden crowns
Around the glassy sea, Cherubim and seraphim
Falling down before Thee, Which wert and art
And evermore shalt be
[bookmark: _2f91yhmkbd06]Verse 3
Holy holy holy, Though the darkness hide Thee
Though the eye of sinful man, Thy glory may not see
Only Thou art holy, There is none beside Thee
Perfect in power, In love and purity
[bookmark: _prhivsvpq9c5]Verse 4
Holy holy holy, Lord God Almighty
All Thy works shall praise Thy name, In earth and sky and sea
Holy holy holy, Merciful and mighty
God in three persons, Blessed Trinity
CCLI Song # 1156, John Bacchus Dykes | Reginald Heber
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ANNOUNCEMENTS and BENEDICTION 
Go knowing that Christ meets you in the daylight and in the dark.
Go trusting that your questions do not frighten God, your uncertainty does not offend God, and your night is not beyond God’s love.
May the Spirit move around you like wind. May Christ be near you like a friend.
 May God bring new life in places you cannot yet see.
And may you go in peace, knowing that even the darkness is not dark to God. Amen.
POSTLUDE

Thank you for worshiping with us at TCC!
Pastor: Rev. Dr. M. Todd Shipley
   Music Minister: Ilana Ofgang, Ilana.ofgang@trumbullcc.org 

 OFFICE HOURS: Please feel free to reach out to Lisa – Mondays, Wednesday & Thursdays from 9am-12pm at 203-268-2433 or at office@trumbullcc.org.   


[image: ]
LET US PRAY…..To add to our prayer list please email Lisa in the office with a brief description of your prayer.  Please indicate if you would like the prayer to be listed on an ongoing basis.  office@trumbullcc.org 

~The parents of Paul Nestro, experiencing health concerns
~Maria Coffin, prayers for ongoing recovery from cancer surgery
~Ian and Jacqueline Sugrue-Tait and Griffin, their youngest, who struggles with significant health issues.  Prayers 
   also for Jacqueline’s father, experiencing health concerns 
~Rev. John Russell, former TCC Pastor, experiencing health concerns
~Marlene, Amy Ronge’s friend, healing prayers as she recovers from cancer treatment
~ Ruth Knecht, receiving treatment for cancer     
~ Michelle Monlar, experiencing health concerns
~ Barbara DeAngelo’s brother-in-law Richie DeAngelo experiencing health concerns
 ~The family of Janice Forgette mourning her passing, especially Robin.
~ Edward Consolati, experiencing health concerns
~ Jen Svelnys & family mourning the recent death of her mother Patricia Svelnys
~ Carrie Foy, Laura and Eric Farrell’s Sister-in-Law dealing with paralysis issues.
~ Joyce Golesky's friend Joanne, whose 13-year-old grandson Leo, dealing with ongoing medical issues.
~ Ann Pinto, prayers of healing and recovery from cancer
~ Muirgheal Coffin, as she struggles with an increase in seizures and is trying new medication
~ Karolina Szabo & her family mourning the passing of her sister, Irma
~The Hare family mourning the passing of Angela’s mother
~ Joe Hanlon, experiencing health concerns 
~ Rev. Caroly Gibson, recovering from knee surgery
   [image: ]
 
*nOURish BRIDGEPORT - Please see dates below for our upcoming nOURish Bridgeport Feel the Warmth Dinners - we would love to have some Volunteers. Check out the Sign-up Genius on our Website for details!
 
*GRATITUDE SUNDAY - We hope you can join us after church on June 7th - there will be food, games, and music – celebration of our staff & our Ministry Partners.
 
* FAIRFIELD COUNTY CHILDREN’S CHOIR MUSIC CAMP- June 22–26 • 9:00 AM–1:00 PM • Fairfield Warde High School, The FCCC Music Camp is a joyful, immersive week for children entering grades 2–7 who love to sing or want to explore choral music in a fun, supportive environment.  
*What campers will experience - Daily choral rehearsals with FCCC conductors, Creative movement and expressive performance activities, Singing games and folk dances from around the world, Healthy vocal technique and confidence-building skills, A warm, collaborative community of young musicians. The week concludes with a final performance for family and friends!  Cost is $400 per camper ($375 for current FCCC members) Space is limited.  - Questions or registration: Questions or registration - Email: Manager@SingFCCC.org
[image: mark your calendar #3777303 | Clipart Library]
* June 7th – Gratitude Sunday    

*June 25th - Feel the Warmth at Nourish Bridgeport 
                          Volunteer - Trumbull Congregational Church 

BE SURE TO FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!!![image: ]

                        Facebook    (trumbullcongregationalchurch)
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        [image: ]
             Instagram    (trumbullcongregationalchurch)

[image: ]
Trumbull Congregational Church (@TrumbullC27305) / X                       
[image: ]
Trumbull Congregational Church - YouTube                                                     
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