GATHERED FOR WORSHIP
PRELUDE
WELCOME
SACRED PAUSE 
We use the word love so often that we can forget how deep, demanding, and beautiful it is.
So today, let us breathe in the love of God — the love that has held us, forgiven us, healed us, and called us by name.
And let us breathe out the love of Christ — a love that sees, serves, widens the circle, and moves toward the pain of the world.
CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: We gather in the love of God,
 People: a love that knew us before we knew ourselves.
Leader: We gather in the love of Christ,
 People: a love that kneels with a towel and basin.
Leader: We gather in the love of the Spirit,
 People: a love that softens our hearts and widens our lives.
Leader: Today we come to learn again how to love —
 People: our families, our neighbors, strangers, enemies, and the world.
Leader: Let us worship the God who first loved us.
 People: Let us worship with grateful and open hearts.

WORSHIP IN SONG

SONG: “Love Changes Everything”
Verse 1
I see His body breaking I see His fingers bleed
I see the darkness tremble, At the ground below His feet
And in the darkest hours there on Calvary, He was sweetly broken
Broken beautifully broken beautifully
Chorus
So come out into the waters, Come let the broken sing
Come all you sons and daughters, His love changes everything
Come when the fear is fighting, You finding the risen king
Come on and let the light in, Your love changes everything
Verse 2
And when the heavens opened, I saw the sins of men
Become a crown of glory
As You died and rose again, And in the darkest hours
And in the valley low, I will fear no evil
'Cause You'll never let me go, 
You'll never let me go
Bridge
Your love Your love Your love changes everything
Your love Your love Your love changes everything
And none can overcome when death has lost its sting
Your love Your love Your love
Verse 3
And in the darkest hours, And in the valley low
I will fear no evil, You'll never let me go
You'll never let me go
Ending
Your love Your love Your love changes everything
Your love Your love Your love changes everything
Your love Your love Your love changes everything
Your love Your love Your love
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SONG: “All that Really Matters,” Teddy Swims
Learnin' how to live when there's no one around, It's like learnin' how to feel when it all runs out, You can see my scars 'cause I'm wearin' 'em proud, Even with my broken parts, I feel better now, If I could crawl in the mind, and give any advice to my younger self
Find something you can hold on to, Find someone who'll be there for you
'Cause that's all that really matters in the end, Find somewhere you can come home to
Find someone that'll die for you, 'Cause that's all that really matters in the end
Is love, love, love, 'Cause it's all that really matters in the end
'Cause it's all that really matters in the end, It's hard to tell the truth when you lie to yourself
Always give too much of you to someone else, I'm talkin' to you now like we're old friends
It'll never be too late to start again, Find something you can hold on to
Find someone who'll be there for you, 'Cause that's all that really matters in the end
Find somewhere you can come home to, Find someone that'll die for you (die for you)
'Cause that's all that really matters in the end, Is love, love, love
'Cause it's all that really matters in the end, Find something you can hold onto
Find someone who'll be there for you, 'Cause that's all that really matters in the end
Find somewhere you can come home to, Find someone that'll die for you
'Cause that's all that really matters in the end, Is love, love, love
Love, love, love, Because that's all that really matters in the end
Is love, love, love, Love, love, love, It's all that really matters in the end
Is love, love, love, 'Cause it's all that really matters in the end
'Cause it's all that really matters in the end

*HYMN: #230 Come, You Faithful Raise the Strain, v3

*PRAYER OF CELEBRATION: 
Loving God,
We come before you with gratitude and wonder.
You have loved us before we earned it, before we understood it, before we knew how much we needed it. Your love has followed us through seasons of joy and sorrow, faith and doubt, strength and weakness.
We celebrate the love we have received: love around kitchen tables, love in friendships, love in this church, love in moments of mercy, forgiveness, healing, and hope.
Most of all, we celebrate the love we see in Jesus Christ — love that noticed the overlooked, touched the untouchable, welcomed the stranger, fed the hungry, forgave the sinner, and washed the feet of his friends.
Teach us not only to speak of love, but to practice it.
Where our love has become too small, widen it.
 Where our love has become tired, renew it.
 Where our love has become sentimental, strengthen it.
 Where our love has become cautious, make it brave.
In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.



*WORDS OF ASSURANCE AND THE PASSING OF PEACE
Friends, hear the good news:
We can love because God first loved us.
The love of God is not fragile, shallow, or easily exhausted. It is patient enough to teach us, gracious enough to forgive us, and strong enough to make us new.
So receive this assurance: in Jesus Christ, we are loved, forgiven, and invited again into the way of love.
Thanks be to God. Amen.
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S SERMON:               “Building Love”
MATTHEW 22: 34-40 When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 35and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37He said to him, “’You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38This is the greatest and first commandment. 39And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 
 JOHN 13:31-36  When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jewish People so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 36Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered, “Where I am going, you cannot follow me now; but you will follow afterward.”
SERMON:                           “L is for Love”

*HYMN: #43 “Love Divine All Loves Excelling”

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

JOYS & CONCERNS, PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH, LORD’S PRAYER
	Lord, in your mercy… Hear our prayers.


CALL TO OFFERING
The love of God is never merely an idea. In Jesus, love becomes visible — bread for the hungry, welcome for the stranger, healing for the wounded, mercy for the weary, and hope for the world.
As we give today, we join that visible love. Our gifts become ministry, care, service, worship, and witness.
Let us give with grateful hearts, trusting that God can use what we offer to widen the circle of love.

Thank you for supporting our ministries!  
Offerings are gratefully received in the box in the back of the sanctuary, via QR code, or by US post.  
[image: ]

*DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise Him all creatures here below
Praise Him above ye heav'nly hosts
Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Generous God,
Receive these gifts as signs of our love and gratitude.
Bless them and use them to serve your people, strengthen your church, comfort the hurting, welcome the stranger, and share the good news of Jesus Christ.
May our giving not end with this offering, but continue in the way we see, serve, forgive, welcome, and love.
In the name of Christ, who first loved us, we pray. Amen.


 SENT TO SERVE




SONG: “Hallelujah”
Verse 1
Your love is amazing, Steady and unchanging
Your love is a mountain, Firm beneath my feet
Your love is a myst'ry, How You gently lift me
When I am surrounded, Your love carries me
Chorus
Hallelujah hallelujah hallelujah, Your love makes me sing
Hallelujah hallelujah hallelujah, Your love makes me sing
Verse 2
Your love is surprising, I can feel it rising
All the joy that's growing, Deep inside of me
Ev'ry time I see You, All Your goodness shines through
I can feel this God song, Rising up in me
Interlude
Yes You make me sing, Lord You make me sing sing sing
How You make me sing
Ending
Lord You make me sing, How You make me sing
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ANNOUNCEMENTS and BENEDICTION
 Go now in the love of God.
Go with eyes open to see those who are too often overlooked.
 Go with hands ready to serve.
 Go with hearts brave enough to move toward pain.
 Go with lives wide enough to make room for neighbor, stranger, and world.
And may the love of Christ shape you,
 the grace of God hold you,
 and the Spirit send you forth
 to practice love in all you do.
Amen.

POSTLUDE

Thank you for worshiping with us at TCC!
Pastor: Rev. Dr. M. Todd Shipley
   Music Minister: Ilana Ofgang, Ilana.ofgang@trumbullcc.org 

 OFFICE HOURS: Please feel free to reach out to Lisa – Mondays, Wednesday & Thursdays from 9am-12pm at 203-268-2433 or at office@trumbullcc.org.   
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LET US PRAY…..To add to our prayer list please email Lisa in the office with a brief description of your prayer.  Please indicate if you would like the prayer to be listed on an ongoing basis.  office@trumbullcc.org 

~The parents of Paul Nestro, experiencing health concerns
~Maria Coffin, prayers for ongoing recovery from cancer surgery
~Ian and Jacqueline Sugrue-Tait and Griffin, their youngest, who struggles
  with significant health issues.  Prayers also for Jacqueline’s father,
  experiencing health concerns 
~Rev. John Russell, former TCC Pastor, experiencing health concerns
~Marlene, Amy Ronge’s friend, healing prayers as she recovers from cancer
   treatment
~ Ruth Knecht, receiving treatment for cancer     
~ Michelle Monlar, experiencing health concerns
~ Barbara DeAngelo’s brother-in-law Richie DeAngelo experiencing health concerns
 ~The family of Janice Forgette mourning her passing, especially Robin.
~ Edward Consolati, experiencing health concerns
~ Jen Svelnys & family mourning the recent death of her mother Patricia Svelnys
~ Carrie Foy, Laura and Eric Farrell’s Sister-in-Law dealing with paralysis issues.
~ Joyce Golesky's friend Joanne, whose 13-year-old grandson Leo, dealing with ongoing medical issues.
~ Ann Pinto, prayers of healing and recovery from cancer
~ Muirgheal Coffin, as she struggles with an increase in seizures and is trying new medication
~ Karolina Szabo & her family mourning the passing of her sister, Irma
~The Hare family mourning the passing of Angela’s mother
~ Miss Maria’s mom, Iolanda DeMeis recovering from a fall.
~ Joe Hanlon, experiencing health concerns 
  
 [image: ]
 
*nOURish BRIDGEPORT - Please see dates below for our upcoming nOURish Bridgeport Feel the Warmth Dinners - we would love to have some Volunteers. Check out the Sign-up Genius on our Website for details!
 
*GRATITUDE SUNDAY - We hope you can join us after church on June 7th - there will be food, games, and music – celebration of our staff & our Ministry Partners.
 
* FAIRFIELD COUNTY CHILDREN’S CHOIR MUSIC CAMP- June 22–26 • 9:00 AM–1:00 PM • Fairfield Warde High School, The FCCC Music Camp is a joyful, immersive week for children entering grades 2–7 who love to sing or want to explore choral music in a fun, supportive environment.  
*What campers will experience - Daily choral rehearsals with FCCC conductors, Creative movement and expressive performance activities, Singing games and folk dances from around the world, Healthy vocal technique and confidence-building skills, A warm, collaborative community of young musicians. The week concludes with a final performance for family and friends!  Cost is $400 per camper ($375 for current FCCC members) Space is limited.  - Questions or registration: Questions or registration - Email: Manager@SingFCCC.org
[image: mark your calendar #3777303 | Clipart Library]
*   May 28th - Feel the Warmth at Nourish Bridgeport 
                          Volunteer - Trumbull Congregational Church 
* June 7 – Gratitude Sunday    


·                        
 
BE SURE TO FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!!![image: ]

                        Facebook    (trumbullcongregationalchurch)
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        [image: ]
             Instagram    (trumbullcongregationalchurch)
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Trumbull Congregational Church (@TrumbullC27305) / X                       
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Trumbull Congregational Church - YouTube        
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