GATHERED FOR WORSHIP
PRELUDE
WELCOME
SACRED PAUSE
Today is Mother’s Day, and for many people this is a beautiful day of gratitude. We give thanks for mothers, grandmothers, stepmothers, foster mothers, adoptive mothers, spiritual mothers, and all who have given us life, love, patience, wisdom, and care.
Let us breathe in the love that has held us.
Let us breathe out compassion for all who need holding today.
And let us worship the God who gathers us, not as strangers, but as beloved kin.
CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Jesus said, “The kingdom of God has come near.”
 People: We come seeking the nearness of God.
Leader: Jesus said the kingdom is like a mustard seed, small but full of life.
 People: May faith take root in us.
Leader: Jesus said the kingdom is like yeast, hidden but transforming everything.
 People: May love work through us.
Leader: Jesus said the kingdom is like a banquet, a table where the invitation grows wider.
 People: May grace make room among us.
Leader: Come, people of God. Come mothers and children, friends and neighbors, seekers and servants.
 People: We come as one family in Christ.
Leader: Let us worship the God whose kingdom becomes kin-dom.
 People: Let us worship with open hearts, open hands, and open lives.


WORSHIP IN SONG

SONG: “Simple Kingdom”
Verse 1
Your kingdom is simple, As simple as love
You welcomed the children, You stopped for the one
We want to see people, The way Jesus does
Your kingdom is simple, Lord teach it to us
Verse 2
Your kingdom is humble, As humble as death
His King is a savior, Who gave His last breath
So may we die daily, Our pride laid to rest
His kingdom is humble, And the broken are blessed
Chorus
Hallelujah, Hallowed be Your name
May we live and breathe Your praise
Hallelujah, Let all creation say
Oh The King of heaven reigns
Verse 3
Your kingdom is coming, Your kingdom is here
Alive in our waiting, At work in our tears
So come to us quickly, Forever our prayer
Your kingdom is coming, Lord Jesus come near (hallelujah)
Verse 4
Your kingdom is backwards, It flows in reverse
What You call a treasure, This world calls a curse
The small become great and, The last become first
Your kingdom is backwards, Lord teach us to serve
As it is with Your kingdom, Let it be with Your church
Ending
He reigns forever, He reigns forever
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SONG: “Crowded Table” by the Highwomen

You can hold my hand When you need to let go
I can be your mountain When you're feeling valley-low
I can be your streetlight Showing you the way home
You can hold my hand When you need to let go
Chorus: I want a house with a crowded table And a place by the fire for everyone
Let us take on the world while we're young and able
And bring us back together when the day is done

If we want a garden We're gonna have to sow the seed
Plant a little happiness Let the roots run deep
If it's love that we give Then it's love that we reap
If we want a garden We're gonna have to sow the seed

Chorus: Yeah I want a house with a crowded table
And a place by the fire for everyone
Let us take on the world while we're young and able
And bring us back together when the day is done
The door is always open Your picture's on my wall
Everyone's a little broken And everyone belongs Yeah, everyone belongs
Chorus: I want a house with a crowded table, And a place by the fire for everyone
Let us take on the world while we're young and able, And bring us back together when the day is done

*HYMN: #230 “Come, You Faithful Raise the Strain” v. 2

*PRAYER OF CELEBRATION: Holy and loving God, Today we celebrate your generous love. We thank you for every sign of your kin-dom among us: for tables where people are welcomed, for homes where love is practiced, for churches where strangers become friends, for small acts of kindness that grow into shelter, for hidden grace that changes hearts, and for every person who has helped us know what love looks like.
On this Mother’s Day, we give thanks for those who have mothered us in body, mind, and spirit. We thank you for those who fed us, held us, taught us, prayed for us, corrected us, encouraged us, and helped us become who we are.
And we thank you that your love is wider than any one household. In Christ, you call us into a larger family of grace. You teach us that no one is disposable, no one is forgotten, and no one is beyond your care.
We pray in the name of Jesus, who calls us kin.
Amen.
*WORDS OF ASSURANCE AND THE PASSING OF PEACE
Hear the Gospel: God’s love is not distant. God’s mercy has come near. In Jesus Christ, we are welcomed, forgiven, restored, and called beloved. We are not strangers at God’s table. We are family in the grace of Christ.
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S SERMON:                             “ALL the ways”
MATTHEW 13; 43b-52:  Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!  44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

SERMON:                                         “K is for Kingdom?”

*HYMN: “Seek Ye First”

Verse 1
Seek ye first the kingdom of God, And His righteousness
And all these things, Shall be added unto you, Allelu alleluia
Verse 2
Man shall not live by bread alone, But by ev'ry word
That proceeds, From the mouth of God, Allelu alleluia
Verse 3
Ask and it shall be given unto you
Seek and ye shall find, Knock and the door
Shall be opened unto you, Allelu alleluia
Karen Lafferty, CCLI Song #1352, © 1972 CCCM Music; Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com, CCLI License #11353163

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD


JOYS & CONCERNS, PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH, LORD’S PRAYER
	Lord, in your mercy… Hear our prayers.

CALL TO OFFERING
Jesus said the kingdom is like a mustard seed, like yeast, like a banquet table.That means small things matter:
A small seed can become shelter.
 A little yeast can change the whole loaf.
 A shared gift can help widen the table.
When we give, we are not simply supporting an institution. We are practicing kin-dom. We are saying that God’s love should become visible here — in worship, in welcome, in service, in care, and in the life we share. Let us give with grateful and generous hearts.
Thank you for supporting our ministries!  
Offerings are gratefully received in the box in the back of the sanctuary, via QR code, or by US post.  
[image: ]

*DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise Him all creatures here below
Praise Him above ye heav'nly hosts
Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost



OFFERTORY PRAYER
Generous God, Receive these gifts as seeds of your kin-dom. Take what we offer and let it grow into shelter for the weary, bread for the hungry, welcome for the stranger, comfort for the grieving, and hope for this community.Bless the gifts. Bless the givers. Bless those who long to give but cannot today. May all that we place before you become part of your widening table of grace.In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.


 SENT TO SERVE

SONG: “Canticle of the Turning”	Comment by Ilana Ofgang: (use bulletin insert from last week)

ANNOUNCEMENTS and BENEDICTION 
Go now in the grace of God.
Go as people of the kingdom —
 where mercy has authority,
 where justice takes root,
 where love changes everything.
Go as people of the kin-dom —
 where strangers become neighbors,
 where neighbors become friends,
 where friends become family,
 and where the table keeps getting wider.
May the love of God shelter you like branches.
 May the Spirit of God work within you like yeast.
 May the grace of Christ welcome you and send you forth.
Amen.


POSTLUDE

Thank you for worshiping with us at TCC!
Pastor: Rev. Dr. M. Todd Shipley
   Music Minister: Ilana Ofgang, Ilana.ofgang@trumbullcc.org 

 OFFICE HOURS: Please feel free to reach out to Lisa – Mondays, Wednesday & Thursdays from 9am-12pm at 203-268-2433 or at office@trumbullcc.org.   


LET US PRAY…..To add to our prayer list please email Lisa in the office  with a brief description of your prayer.  Please indicate if you would like the prayer to be listed on an ongoing basis.  office@trumbullcc.org.[image: ]

~The parents of Paul Nestro, experiencing health concerns
~Maria Coffin, prayers for ongoing recovery from cancer surgery
~Ian and Jacqueline Sugrue-Tait and Griffin, their youngest, who struggles with significant health issues.  Prayers  
   also for Jacqueline’s father, experiencing health concerns 
~Rev. John Russell, former TCC Pastor, experiencing health concerns
~Marlene, Amy Ronge’s friend, healing prayers as she recovers from cancer treatment
~ Ruth Knecht, receiving treatment for cancer     
~ Michelle Monlar, experiencing health concerns
~ Barbara DeAngelo’s brother-in-law Richie DeAngelo experiencing health concerns
 ~The family of Janice Forgette mourning her passing, especially Robin.
~ Edward Consolati, experiencing health concerns
~ Jen Svelnys & family mourning the recent death of her mother Patricia Svelnys
~ Carrie Foy, Laura and Eric Farrell’s Sister in Law dealing with paralysis issues.
~ Joyce Golesky's friend Joanne, whose 13 year old grandson Leo, dealing with ongoing medical issues.
~ Ann Pinto, prayers of healing and recovery from cancer
~ Muirgheal Coffin,  as she struggles with an increase in seizures and is trying new medication
~ Karolina Szabo & her family mourning the passing of her sister, Irma
~The Hare family mourning the passing of Angela’s mother
~ Lisa’s aunt Linda - recovering from a heart attack
~ Miss Maria’s mom, Iolanda DeMeis recovering from a fall.
~ Joe Hanlon, experiencing health concerns 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
*nOURish BRIDGEPORT - Please see dates below for our upcoming nOURish Bridgeport Feel the Warmth Dinners - we would love to have some Volunteers. Check out the Sign up Genius on our Website for details!
*ALL CHURCH PICNIC - We hope you can join us after church on June 7th - there will be food, games, and music - details to follow.
* FAIRFIELD COUNTY CHILDREN’S CHOIR MUSIC CAMP-  June 22–26 • 9:00 AM–1:00 PM • Fairfield Warde High School,  The FCCC Music Camp is a joyful, immersive week for children entering grades 2–7 who love to sing or want to explore choral music in a fun, supportive environment.  
*What campers will experience - Daily choral rehearsals with FCCC conductors, Creative movement and expressive performance activities, Singing games and folk dances from around the world, Healthy vocal technique and confidence-building skills, A warm, collaborative community of young musicians. The week concludes with a final performance for family and friends!  Cost is $400 per camper ($375 for current FCCC members) Space is limited.  - Questions or registration: Questions or registration - Email: Manager@SingFCCC.org
UPCOMING EVENTS
· May 28th - Feel the Warmth at Nourish Bridgeport    
Volunteer - Trumbull Congregational Church 
· June 7 - Giving Sunday, All Church Picnic -                       [image: ]
 
Facebook    (trumbullcongregationalchurch)
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        [image: ]
             Instagram    (trumbullcongregationalchurch)
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