GATHERED FOR WORSHIP
GATHERING MUSIC: 
“Mediation Religieuse” for Violin, Perron
“O God Beyond All Praising” for Violin and Trumpet, arr Callahan
PRELUDE:  “Trumpet Voluntary,” Clarke
WELCOME 
SACRED PAUSE 
“Easter begins in the dark. Before the lilies, before the alleluias—
there is a quiet garden, and a question:
Why are you looking for the living among the dead?”

FIRST READING                                             JOHN 20:1–18

OPENING PRAYER
God of new mornings, we gather today with hearts in many places—
some full of joy, some carrying quiet grief,
some unsure what we even believe anymore.
And yet—you meet us here. In the light of this day,
in the songs we sing, in the faces around us,
you are already at work. So open our eyes, O God—
not just to what we expect to see, but to the surprising ways
you are alive among us. Resurrect our hope.
Renew our courage. Remind us that love is not finished yet.
In the name of the Risen Christ, Amen.

SONG: “Love Changes Everything”
Verse 1
I see His body breaking I see His fingers bleed
I see the darkness tremble, At the ground below His feet
And in the darkest hours there on Calvary
He was sweetly broken, Broken beautifully broken beautifully
Chorus
So come out into the waters, Come let the broken sing
Come all you sons and daughters, His love changes everything
Come when the fear is fighting, You finding the risen king
Come on and let the light in, Your love changes everything
Verse 2
And when the heavens opened, I saw the sins of men
Become a crown of glory, As You died and rose again
And in the darkest hours, And in the valley low
I will fear no evil, 'Cause You'll never let me go, You'll never let me go
Bridge
Your love Your love Your love changes everything
Your love Your love Your love changes everything
And none can overcome when death has lost its sting
Your love Your love Your love
Verse 3
And in the darkest hours, And in the valley low
I will fear no evil, You'll never let me go, You'll never let me go
Ending
Your love Your love Your love changes everything
Your love Your love Your love changes everything
Your love Your love Your love changes everything
Your love Your love Your love
Jake Espy CCLI Song #7056919, © 2015 Be Essential Songs; Songs Of Red Rocks Worship Publishing; Influence Resources and Music, For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com, CCLI License #11353163

SONG: “Here Comes the Sun,” The Beatles
Here comes the sun, Here comes the sun, And I say, "It's all right"
Little darlin', It's been a long, cold, lonely winter, Little darlin', It feels like years since it's been here,  Here comes the sun, Here comes the sun, And I say, "It's all right"
Little darlin', The smile's returning to the faces, Little darlin', It seems like years since it's been here,  Here comes the sun, Here comes the sun, And I say, "It's all right"
Sun, sun, sun, here it comes, Sun, sun, sun, here it comes (repeat)
Little darlin', I feel that ice is slowly melting, Little darlin', It seems like years since it's been clear,  Here comes the sun, Here comes the sun, And I say, "It's all right’

HYMN:   233 “Christ the Lord is Risen Today”

CHILDREN'S TIME:                                     “Recognizing Jesus”

*PRAYER OF CELEBRATION:  
Living God, today we celebrate what we barely dare to hope—
that life rises, that love endures, that nothing is beyond your redemption.
We thank you for this day— for light breaking into darkness,
for joy rising in weary hearts, for the quiet courage to begin again.
We give you thanks for laughter, for family and friends,
for the beauty of creation waking up around us.
And we pray for those who still feel the weight of Good Friday—
those who are grieving, those who are struggling,
those who are waiting for their own resurrection moment.
Meet them gently, O God. Call them by name.
Remind them they are not alone. And help all of us to become people of resurrection—
people who carry hope into hard places, who choose love when it is costly,
who believe that new life is always possible. We pray all of this in the spirit of the Risen Christ, who taught us to pray together, saying:

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
HEARING THE WORD 
LUKE 24:13–32 
Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. 18Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” 19He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. 21But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 22Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 23and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.” 25Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 27Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 28As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 29But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 32They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?”

SERMON: “The Morning Light”      
          
HYMN: 242 “The Strife is O’er”

RESPONDING TO THE WORD  OF GOD

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
	

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP

SPECIAL MUSIC: “I Know that My Redeemer Lives” for Violin, Handel 

CALL TO OFFERING:
Easter reminds us that life is a gift— unexpected, undeserved, and abundant.
In gratitude, we offer back a portion— not out of obligation,
but as a response to love that keeps showing up.

OFFERTORY MUSIC: “Easter Alleluia Medley,” arr. Lanier

DOXOLOGY

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Generous God, you have given us more than we could ever repay—
life, breath, hope, and love. Receive these gifts, and use them to bring light where there is darkness, hope where there is despair, and life where it is needed most.
In gratitude and joy, Amen.

Thank you for supporting our ministries!  
Offerings are gratefully received in the box in the back of the sanctuary, via QR code, or by US post.  
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 SENT TO SERVE

*CLOSING SONG: #253 “Yours Is the Glory”

BENEDICTION & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Go now into the light of Easter—not because everything is certain,
but because love is alive. Go with eyes open to beauty, to grace,
to the quiet miracles around you. Christ is risen. And the world is still being made new.
Amen.

POSTLUDE: “Trumpet Tune,” Clarke


Thank you for worshiping with us at TCC!
Pastor: Rev. Dr. M. Todd Shipley
   Music Minister: Ilana Ofgang, Ilana.ofgang@trumbullcc.org 

 OFFICE HOURS: Please feel free to reach out to Lisa – Mondays, Wednesday & Thursdays from 9am-12pm at 203-268-2433 or at office@trumbullcc.org.   

LET US PRAY…..To add to our prayer list please email Lisa in the office  with a brief description of your prayer.  Please indicate if you would like the prayer to be listed on an ongoing basis.  office@trumbullcc.org.[image: ]

~The parents of Paul Nestro, experiencing health concerns
~Maria Coffin, prayers for ongoing recovery from cancer surgery
~Ian and Jacqueline Sugrue-Tait and Griffin, their youngest, who struggles with significant health issues.  Prayers  
   also for Jacqueline’s father, experiencing health concerns 
~Rev. John Russell, former TCC Pastor, experiencing health concerns
~Marlene, Amy Ronge’s friend, healing prayers as she recovers from cancer treatment
~ Ruth Knecht, receiving treatment for cancer     
~ Michelle Monlar, experiencing health concerns
~ Barbara DeAngelo’s brother-in-law Richie DeAngelo experiencing health concerns
 ~The family of Janice Forgette mourning her passing, especially Robin.
~ Edward Consolati, experiencing health concerns
~ Jen Svelnys & family mourning the recent death of her mother Patricia Svelnys
~ Carrie Foy, Laura and Eric Farrell’s Sister in Law dealing with paralysis issues.
~ Joyce Golesky's friend Joanne, whose 13 year old grandson Leo, dealing with ongoing medical issues.
~ Ann Pinto, undergoing chemotherapy
~ Muirgheal Coffin,  as she struggles with an increase in seizures and is trying new medication
~ Karolina Szabo & her family mourning the passing of her sister, Irma
~The Hare family mourning the passing of Angela’s mother


ANNOUNCEMENTS
*Special Thank you to Lyra H for sharing their time and talent with us on the violin this morning.
*Special thank you to Brian Torres for sharing their time and talent with us on the violin this morning.

*Please see dates below for our upcoming nOURish Bridgeport Feel the Warmth Dinners - we would love to have some Volunteers. Check out the Sign up Genius on our Website for details!


UPCOMING EVENTS
· April 6th- Governing Board Meeting - 7:00pm
· April 8th -  Gentle Yoga 6-7pm    (Click HERE to register!)
· April 8th -  Ministry Fulfillment meeting - 7:15pm
· April 15th - Meditation 6-7pm    (Click HERE to register!)
· April 23 - Feel the Warmth at Nourish Bridgeport 
                          Volunteer - Trumbull Congregational Church 
· May 4th -  All Committee  Meeting - 7:00pm
· May 28th - Feel the Warmth at Nourish Bridgeport 
                          Volunteer - Trumbull Congregational Church [image: ]

 Facebook    (trumbullcongregationalchurch)
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             [image: ]
             Instagram    (trumbullcongregationalchurch)
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