GATHERED FOR WORSHIP
PRELUDE
WELCOME
SACRED PAUSE 
“I don’t know exactly what a prayer is.  I do know how to pay attention.”
 — Mary Oliver  
Gracious God, still our hurry.  Quiet the noise within us and around us.
 Turn our attention away from all that dazzles but cannot save,
 and turn our hearts toward you,  the living God,  present with us now.
 Amen.
OPENING PRAYER
Living God,  we come into this sanctuary carrying many attachments,
 many fears,  many habits of trust that are smaller than your love.
But you are not a dead thing made by human hands.
 You are the God who speaks,  the God who listens,  the God who calls,
 the God who frees,  the God who lives.
So meet us here.  Break open whatever is false in us without breaking our spirits.
 Free us from every idol that shrinks our souls.
 Teach us again what it means to trust you,
 love you,  and follow you.
We pray in the name of Jesus,  who turns us from dead things toward abundant life.
 Amen.
WORSHIP IN SONG

SONG: “Chain Breaker”
Verse 1
If you've been walking the same old road, For miles and miles
If you've been hearing the same old voice, Tell the same old lies
If you're trying to fill the same old holes inside
There's a better life, There's a better life
Chorus
If you've got pain He's a pain taker, If you feel lost He's a way maker
If you need freedom or saving, He's a prison shaking Savior
If you got chains He's a chain breaker
Verse 2
We've all searched for the light of day, In the dead of night
We've all found ourselves worn out, From the same old fight
We've all run to things we know just ain't right
When there's a better life, There's a better life
Bridge
If you believe it, If you receive it, If you can feel it, Somebody testify
Ending
Oh if you need freedom or saving, He's a prison shaking Savior
If you got chains well He's a chain breaker
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SONG: “Where the Streets Have No Name,” U2

I want to run, I want to hide, I want to tear down the walls that hold me inside
I wanna reach out and touch the flame, Where the streets have no name

I want to feel sunlight on my face, I see that dust cloud disappear without a trace
I wanna take shelter from the poison rain
Where the streets have no name, oh, Where the streets have no name, 
Where the streets have no name
We're still building then burning down love, Burning down love, 
And when I go there, I go there with you, It's all I can do

The city's a flood, And our love turns to rust
We're beaten and blown by the wind, Trampled into dust
I'll show you a place, High on the desert plain

Where the streets have no name, oh 
Where the streets have no name, Where the streets have no name
We're still building then burning down love, Burning down love
And when I go there, I go there with you, It's all I can do

*HYMN: #244 “O Sons and Daughters, Let us Sing”

*PRAYER OF CELEBRATION: 
Living God,  we praise you because you are not an idea we invented,
 not a statue we can carry,  not a possession we can own,
 not a tool we can use.
When we bow to what is false, you call us back.
 When we cling to what is lifeless, you lead us toward life.
 When we are distracted by glittering substitutes,
 you remind us that our hearts were made for something deeper, holier, and freer.
So we lift our praise to you today—  not to the works of our hands,
 but to the One who made us, loves us, and calls us by name. Amen.
*WORDS OF ASSURANCE AND THE PASSING OF PEACE
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S SERMON:         “Trophies”   
MATTHEW 6:19–24  “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 22“The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light; 23but if your eye is unhealthy, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! 24“No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth. 
EXODUS 32:1–8, 19–20  When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people gathered around Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make gods for us, who shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” 2Aaron said to them, “Take off the gold rings that are on the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” 3So all the people took off the gold rings from their ears, and brought them to Aaron. 4He took the gold from them, formed it in a mold, and cast an image of a calf; and they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” 5When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a festival to the Lord.” 6They rose early the next day, and offered burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of well-being; and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to revel.  7The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’” 19As soon as he came near the camp and saw the calf and the dancing, Moses’ anger burned hot, and he threw the tablets from his hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain. 20He took the calf that they had made, burned it with fire, ground it to powder, scattered it on the water, and made the Israelites drink it.
SERMON:                            “I is for Idoloclast”

*HYMN: #1 “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

JOYS & CONCERNS, PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH, LORD’S PRAYER
	Lord, in your mercy… Hear our prayers.

CALL TO OFFERING
One of the ways we loosen the grip of idols is by giving.
 Idols always say, “Keep more. Fear more. Clutch more.”
 But the living God says, “Trust me. Share. Bless. Live generously.”

Thank you for supporting our ministries!  
Offerings are gratefully received in the box in the back of the sanctuary, via QR code, or by US post.  
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*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow, Praise Him all creatures here below
Praise Him above ye heav'nly host, Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Living God, let these gifts become signs  that we belong not to dead things but to you, the God who lives and gives life.  In Jesus’ name,  Amen.
 SENT TO SERVE

SONG: “Open The Eyes Of My Heart”
Chorus
Open the eyes of my heart Lord, Open the eyes of my heart
I want to see You, I want to see You
Verse
To see You high and lifted up, Shining in the light of Your glory
Pour out Your power and love, As we sing holy holy holy
Bridge
Holy holy holy, Holy holy holy
Holy holy holy, I want to see You
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ANNOUNCEMENTS and BENEDICTION 
Go now in the freedom of the living God.  Leave behind whatever is shiny but lifeless, whatever is impressive but empty, whatever has asked for your devotion but cannot give you life. Amen.
POSTLUDE

Thank you for worshiping with us at TCC!
Pastor: Rev. Dr. M. Todd Shipley
   Music Minister: Ilana Ofgang, Ilana.ofgang@trumbullcc.org 

 OFFICE HOURS: Please feel free to reach out to Lisa – Mondays, Wednesday & Thursdays from 9am-12pm at 203-268-2433 or at office@trumbullcc.org.   






LET US PRAY…..To add to our prayer list please email Lisa in the office  with a brief description of your prayer.  Please indicate if you would like the prayer to be listed on an ongoing basis.  office@trumbullcc.org.[image: ]

~The parents of Paul Nestro, experiencing health concerns
~Maria Coffin, prayers for ongoing recovery from cancer surgery
~Ian and Jacqueline Sugrue-Tait and Griffin, their youngest, who struggles with significant health issues.  Prayers  
   also for Jacqueline’s father, experiencing health concerns 
~Rev. John Russell, former TCC Pastor, experiencing health concerns
~Marlene, Amy Ronge’s friend, healing prayers as she recovers from cancer treatment
~ Ruth Knecht, receiving treatment for cancer     
~ Michelle Monlar, experiencing health concerns
~ Barbara DeAngelo’s brother-in-law Richie DeAngelo experiencing health concerns
 ~The family of Janice Forgette mourning her passing, especially Robin.
~ Edward Consolati, experiencing health concerns
~ Jen Svelnys & family mourning the recent death of her mother Patricia Svelnys
~ Carrie Foy, Laura and Eric Farrell’s Sister in Law dealing with paralysis issues.
~ Joyce Golesky's friend Joanne, whose 13 year old grandson Leo, dealing with ongoing medical issues.
~ Ann Pinto, prayers of healing and recovery from cancer
~ Muirgheal Coffin,  as she struggles with an increase in seizures and is trying new medication
~ Karolina Szabo & her family mourning the passing of her sister, Irma
~The Hare family mourning the passing of Angela’s mother
~ Lisa’s mother-in-law, Irene Gruttadauria, recovering from surgery.
~ Miss Maria’s mom, Iolanda DeMeis recovering from a fall.
~ Joe Hanlon, experiencing health concerns 




ANNOUNCEMENTS
*nOURish Bridgeport - Please see dates below for our upcoming nOURish Bridgeport Feel the Warmth Dinners - we would love to have some Volunteers. Check out the Sign up Genius on our Website for details!

*WOMEN’S LUNCHEON -  The women’s group will be meeting Wednesday May 7th at 12:00 at Old Towne Restaurant. Please RSVP to Barbara or Karolina as we will need to make reservations in advance - we hope to see you there !!!
UPCOMING EVENTS
· May 4th -  All Committee  Meeting - 7:00pm
· May 7th - Women’s Luncheon - 12:00pm - Old Towne Rest.
· May 28th - Feel the Warmth at Nourish Bridgeport 
                          Volunteer - Trumbull Congregational Church [image: ]

 Facebook    (trumbullcongregationalchurch)
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