GATHERED FOR WORSHIP
PRELUDE
WELCOME
SACRED PAUSE
Grace is not something we climb up to.
It is something that comes down to meet us.
So let us set aside the need to prove ourselves,
and rest for a moment in the presence of the One
who knows us fully, loves us deeply,
and welcomes us home.

OPENING PRAYER
Gracious God,  we come to you carrying many things—
 our hopes, our weariness, our gratitude, our questions,
 our successes and our regrets.
Some of us come today feeling strong in faith.
 Some of us come quietly searching.
 Some of us come tired from trying to hold life together.
 Some of us come wondering whether we are enough.
And into all of that, you speak a better word: grace.
You are the God who does not wait for us to become perfect before loving us.
 You are the God who runs to meet us,
 who tells the truth in mercy,
 and who keeps shaping us through every season of life.
So gather us now in your presence.
 Free us from pretense.
 Open our hearts to your love.
 Let your grace find us, forgive us, and renew us,
 so that in this hour of worship
 we may be drawn more deeply into the life of Christ. Amen.
WORSHIP IN SONG

SONG: “Amazing Grace” (My Chains Are Gone)
Verse 1
Amazing grace how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me
I once was lost but now I'm found
Was blind but now I see
Verse 2
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear
And grace my fears relieved
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed
Chorus
My chains are gone I've been set free
My God my Savior has ransomed me
And like a flood His mercy rains
Unending love amazing grace
Verse 3
The Lord has promised good to me
His word my hope secures
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures
Verse 4
The earth shall soon dissolve like snow
The sun forbear to shine
But God who called me here below
Will be forever mine
Will be forever mine
You are forever mine
Chris Tomlin, John Newton, Louie Giglio
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SONG: “Awake My Soul,” Mumford and Sons

How fickle my heart and how woozy my eyes
I struggle to find any truth in your lies
And now my heart stumbles on things I don't know
My weakness I feel I must finally show
Lend me your hand and we'll conquer them all
But lend me your heart and I'll just let you fall
Lend me your eyes I can change what you see
But your soul you must keep, totally free
Ah ah…
Awake my soul Awake my soul
How fickle my heart and how woozy my eyes
I struggle to find any truth in your lies
And now my heart stumbles on things I don't know
My weakness I feel I must finally show
Ah Ah
In these bodies we will live, in these bodies we will die
And where you invest your love, you invest your life
In these bodies we will live, in these bodies we will die
And where you invest your love, you invest your life
Awake my soul Awake my soul Awake my soul
For you were made to meet your maker
Awake my soul Awake my soul Awake my soul
For you were made to meet your maker
You were made to meet your maker

*HYMN: #241 “Joy Dawned Again on Easter Day”

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 
Merciful God,  we confess that we often live as though your love must be earned.
We try to prove ourselves—  to one another,  to the world,  and even to you. 
We hide our weakness.  We defend our pride.  We cling to the illusion that if we can just do enough,  be enough,  achieve enough,  then perhaps we will be worthy.
Forgive us for the ways we wander.  Forgive us for the ways we settle for distance when you are calling us home.  Forgive us for the masks we wear,  the mercy we withhold,  and the grace we find so hard to receive.
Bring us back to ourselves.  Bring us back to you.  Teach us to live not by fear,
 but by trust; not by striving,  but by grace.
In the name of Christ,  who is full of grace and truth,  we pray.  Amen.

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE AND THE PASSING OF PEACE
Hear the good news: While we are still far off, God sees us, loves us, and comes running to meet us. In Jesus Christ, we are not merely tolerated—we are welcomed home.  In Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven. In Jesus Christ, grace upon grace is given to us all.
Thanks be to God.   Amen.
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S SERMON:                   “The Perfect Gift”
LUKE 15:11–32  Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his property between them. 13A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”’ 20So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate. 25“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ 28Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 29But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’”
JOHN 1:15–18  (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.
SERMON:                                          “G is for Grace”

*HYMN: #509 “How Deep the Silence of the Soul”

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

JOYS & CONCERNS, PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH, LORD’S PRAYER
	Lord, in your mercy… Hear our prayers.

CALL TO OFFERING
Grace is a gift we cannot earn, and it is also a gift that teaches us how to give.
We offer now not to buy God’s love, but because we have already received it.
In gratitude for grace upon grace, let us bring our gifts to God.


Thank you for supporting our ministries!  
Offerings are gratefully received in the box in the back of the sanctuary, via QR code, or by US post.  
[image: ]
*DOXOLOGY

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Generous God, everything we have comes from your goodness.
Receive these gifts, and receive our lives as well.
Use what we offer for healing, hope, welcome, and love,
so that others, too, may know the joy of grace freely given.
In Christ’s name we pray.
Amen.

 SENT TO SERVE

SONG: “Your Grace Is Enough”
Verse 1
Great is Your faithfulness O God
You wrestle with the sinner's restless heart
You lead us by still waters into mercy
And nothing can keep us apart
Pre-Chorus
(So) remember Your people
Remember Your children
Remember Your promise O God
Chorus 1
Your grace is enough
Your grace is enough
Your grace is enough for me
Verse 2
Great is Your love and justice God of Jacob
You use the weak to lead the strong
You lead us in the song of Your salvation
And all Your people sing along
Chorus 2
Yeah Your grace is enough
Heaven reaches out to us
Your grace is enough for me
God I sing Your grace is enough
I'm covered in Your love
Your grace is enough for me for me
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ANNOUNCEMENTS and BENEDICTION
 Go now in grace.
Go knowing you do not have to earn the love of God.
Go willing to tell the truth about your life,
trusting that mercy is greater than your fear.
Go confident that the grace which welcomes you
is also the grace that will keep shaping you. Amen.

POSTLUDE

Thank you for worshiping with us at TCC!
Pastor: Rev. Dr. M. Todd Shipley
   Music Minister: Ilana Ofgang, Ilana.ofgang@trumbullcc.org 

 OFFICE HOURS: Please feel free to reach out to Lisa – Mondays, Wednesday & Thursdays from 9am-12pm at 203-268-2433 or at office@trumbullcc.org.   

LET US PRAY…..To add to our prayer list please email Lisa in the office  with a brief description of your prayer.  Please indicate if you would like the prayer to be listed on an ongoing basis.  office@trumbullcc.org.[image: ]

~The parents of Paul Nestro, experiencing health concerns
~Maria Coffin, prayers for ongoing recovery from cancer surgery
~Ian and Jacqueline Sugrue-Tait and Griffin, their youngest, who struggles with significant health issues.  Prayers  
   also for Jacqueline’s father, experiencing health concerns 
~Rev. John Russell, former TCC Pastor, experiencing health concerns
~Marlene, Amy Ronge’s friend, healing prayers as she recovers from cancer treatment
~ Ruth Knecht, receiving treatment for cancer     
~ Michelle Monlar, experiencing health concerns
~ Barbara DeAngelo’s brother-in-law Richie DeAngelo experiencing health concerns
 ~The family of Janice Forgette mourning her passing, especially Robin.
~ Edward Consolati, experiencing health concerns
~ Jen Svelnys & family mourning the recent death of her mother Patricia Svelnys
~ Carrie Foy, Laura and Eric Farrell’s Sister in Law dealing with paralysis issues.
~ Joyce Golesky's friend Joanne, whose 13 year old grandson Leo, dealing with ongoing medical issues.
~ Ann Pinto, undergoing chemotherapy
~ Muirgheal Coffin,  as she struggles with an increase in seizures and is trying new medication
~ Karolina Szabo & her family mourning the passing of her sister, Irma
~The Hare family mourning the passing of Angela’s mother


ANNOUNCEMENTS
*Please see dates below for our upcoming nOURish Bridgeport Feel the Warmth Dinners - we would love to have some Volunteers. Check out the Sign up Genius on our Website for details!

UPCOMING EVENTS
· April 15th - Meditation 6-7pm    (Click HERE to register!)
· April 23 - Feel the Warmth at Nourish Bridgeport 
                          Volunteer - Trumbull Congregational Church 
· May 4th -  All Committee  Meeting - 7:00pm
· May 28th - Feel the Warmth at Nourish Bridgeport 
                          Volunteer - Trumbull Congregational Church [image: ]
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