GATHERED FOR WORSHIP
PRELUDE
WELCOME
SACRED PAUSE
“Holy One, we pause and ask for honesty: what are we holding that is holding us back? Give us courage to let it go.”
OPENING PRAYER
God of springtime and soil,
we come carrying what we’ve dragged for too long: old fears, old resentments, old stories.
In this Lenten season, teach us the wisdom of release—
not as denial, but as trust.
Show us what must be buried so something new can grow.
Give us the grace to mourn what is ending
and the faith to welcome what is beginning.
Amen.

WORSHIP IN SONG

*HYMN: #23 “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 
Merciful God, we confess we cling. We cling to control.
We cling to what hurts because at least it’s familiar.
We cling to grudges, to shame, to self-protection, to numbing habits.
We cling to versions of ourselves that no longer bear fruit.
Forgive us. Help us bury what is killing our joy and our love.
And raise in us a cleaner heart, a steadier spirit, a freer life.
Amen.

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE AND THE PASSING OF PEACE
The One who calls you to repentance does not call you to humiliation—
but to freedom. In Christ, the old does not get the final word.
You are forgiven, and you are being made new.
Thanks be to God.
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD


CHILDREN’S SERMON: “Worry Rocks”             
JOHN 12:24–26  Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.
ISAIAH 43:18–19 Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. 19I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.

SERMON:               “Planted > Buried”             
HYMN: #547 “Amazing Grace”  

RESPONDING TO THE WORD  OF GOD

JOYS & CONCERNS, PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH, LORD’S PRAYER
	Lord, in your mercy… Hear our prayers.

CALL TO OFFERING: Giving is one way we practice release. We loosen our grip so that others may live. Let us offer what we can with humble joy.

OFFERING
Thank you for supporting our ministries!  
Offerings are gratefully received in the box in the back of the sanctuary, via QR code, or by US post.  
[image: ]

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise Him all creatures here below
Praise Him above ye heav'nly hosts
Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost

OFFERTORY PRAYER: 
God of new beginnings,
take these gifts and make them seeds of mercy.
Plant them where hope is thin,
water them with Your Spirit,
and bring forth a harvest of compassion.  Amen.
 SENT TO SERVE

HYMN: #597 “Shall We Gather at the River”

ANNOUNCEMENTS and BENEDICTION 
Go in peace.
Bury what cannot bear life.
Bless what is ending.
And trust the God who brings new things out of hidden places.
Amen.

POSTLUDE

Thank you for worshiping with us at TCC!
Pastor: Rev. Dr. M. Todd Shipley
   Music Minister: Ilana Ofgang, Ilana.ofgang@trumbullcc.org 

 OFFICE HOURS: Please feel free to reach out to Lisa – Mondays, Wednesday & Thursdays from 9am-12pm at 203-268-2433 or at office@trumbullcc.org.   
Pastor Todd will be on Vacation from March 16-23.  Rev. Caroly Gibson will be preaching in his absence on Sunday 3/22.  If you need any assistance – please call the office -thank you.
LET US PRAY…..To add to our prayer list please email Lisa in the office  with a brief description of your prayer.  Please indicate if you would like the prayer to be listed on an ongoing basis.  office@trumbullcc.org.[image: ]
~Karolina Szabo’s sister, Irma, experiencing health concerns.  
~The parents of Paul Nestro, experiencing health concerns
~Maria Coffin, prayers for ongoing recovery from cancer surgery
~Ian and Jacqueline Sugrue-Tait and Griffin, their youngest, who struggles with significant health issues.  Prayers  
   also for Jacqueline’s father, experiencing health concerns 
~Rev. John Russell, former TCC Pastor, experiencing health concerns
~Marlene, Amy Ronge’s friend, healing prayers as she recovers from cancer treatment
~ Ruth Knecht, receiving treatment for cancer     
~ Michelle Monlar, experiencing health concerns
~ Barbara DeAngelo’s brother-in-law Richie DeAngelo experiencing health concerns
 ~The family of Janice Forgette mourning her passing, especially Robin.
~ Edward Consolati, experiencing health concerns
~ Jen Svelnys & family mourning the recent death of her mother Patricia Svelnys
~ Carrie Foy, Laura and Eric Farrell’s Sister in Law dealing with paralysis issues.
~ Joyce Golesky's friend Joanne, whose 13 year old grandson Leo is still hospitalized after bone marrow      
       transplant
 ~ Joyce Golesky's friend Lidia still undergoing cancer treatment
~ Ann Pinto, undergoing chemotherapy
~  Joyce Golesky's cousin Al, who has recently passed away
~ Muirgheal Coffin,  as she struggles with an increase in seizures and is trying new medication


ANNOUNCEMENTS
[image: ]Special Thanks to our guest organist, Juliann Janowski for sharing her time and talents with us this                          morning.
[image: ]MFA PASTOR PLUNGE: Pastor Todd & Pastor Tim will brave the frigid waters of Pinewood Lake again on Sunday March 15th at 3pm. To raise funds and awareness for youth & adult mental health & suicide prevention.  All proceeds will benefit My Friend Abby - see link for info & donation information All are invited to join - we hope to see you there !!!    St Paddy's Pastor's Plunge 2026 - My Friend Abby | Handbid - Mobile bidding + auction software
UPCOMING EVENTS
· March 11th - Meditation 6-7pm    (Click HERE to register!)
· March 15th - Pinewood Lake Pastor's Polar Plunge 3PM - Who will be joining them this year to raise money for My Friend Abby? 
· March 18th - Gentle Yoga 6-7pm    (Click HERE to register!)
· March 25th - Mindful Mandala Art Workshop 6-8pm    (Click HERE to register!)
· April 1st - Meditation 6-7pm    (Click HERE to register!)
· April 6th- Governing Board Meeting - 7:00pm
· April 8th -  Gentle Yoga 6-7pm    (Click HERE to register!)
· April 15th - Meditation 6-7pm    (Click HERE to register!)
· May 4th - Governing Board Meeting - 7:00pm
· June 1st - Governing Board Meeting - 7:00pm
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