GATHERED FOR WORSHIP
PRELUDE
WELCOME
SACRED PAUSE
Christ of wounded love, we pause. Teach us the brave tenderness that does not look away.
OPENING PRAYER
Dearest Lord, Companion of the suffering,
we come with pain we can name and pain we cannot.
Some of us are tired. Some are grieving. Some are afraid.
Meet us here—not with easy answers, but with Your faithful presence.
Open our eyes to see our neighbors with compassion,
and give us courage to love in practical ways.
Amen.

WORSHIP IN SONG

SONG: “My Truest Praise”
Verse 1
My heart you wring and press and flame, I know this grief you know my ways
My knees I drop my head you raise, Repentance be my truest praise
Repentance be my truest praise
Chorus
More than a word heard clearly, More than a truth felt deeply
More than a song sung sweetly, As a crowd sings with me
Repentance be my truest praise, Repentance be my truest praise
Verse 2
Showmanship and smiling face, Costume that I wear for praise
Would you cover my disgrace, Repentance be my truest praise
Repentance be my truest praise
Jon Guerra, CCLI Song #7151239, ©2020 Jaguerra Songs, For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com, CCLI License #11353163

SONG:  “Your Daughters and Your Sons,” Tommy Sands
They wouldn't hear your music, And they pulled your paintings down
They wouldn't hear your writing, And they banned you from the town
But they couldn't stop you dreaming, And a victory you have won
For you sowed the seeds of freedom, In your daughters and your sons
Chorus
In your daughters and your sons, Your daughters and your sons
You sowed the seeds of freedom, In your daughters and your sons
Your weary smile it proudly hides, The chainmarks on your hands
As you bravely strive to realise, The rights of everyman
And though your body's bent and low, A victory you have won
For you sowed the seeds of justice, In your daughters and your sons
I don't know your religion, But one day I heard you pray
For a world where everyone can work, And children they can play
And though you never got your share, Of the victories you have won
You sowed the seeds of equality, In your daughters and your sons
They taunted you in Belfast, And they tortured you in Spain
And in that Warsaw ghetto, Where they tied you up in chains
In Vietnam and in Chile, Where they came with tanks and guns
It's there you sowed the seeds of peace, In your daughters and your sons
And now your music's playing, And the writing's on the wall
And all the dreams you painted, Can be seen by one and all
Now you've got them thinking, And the future's just begun
For you sowed the seeds of freedom, In your daughters and your sons
A song by Tommy Sands©1985 Tommy Sands

*HYMN: “I Bind Unto Myself Today” (St. Patrick's Breastplate)
Verse 1
I bind unto myself today, The strong name of the Trinity
By invocation of the same
The Three in One and One in Three
Verse 2
I bind this today to me forever, By power of faith Christ's incarnation
His Baptism in the Jordan river, His cross of death for my salvation
His bursting from the spiced tomb, His riding up the heavenly way
His coming at the day of doom, I bind unto myself today

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 
God of mercy, we confess that we often avoid suffering—our own and others’.
We change the subject, rush to fix, or look away.
We protect ourselves with distance and distraction.
Forgive us.  Teach us to listen without defensiveness,
to show up without superiority,
and to love with the steady compassion of Christ.  Amen.

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE AND THE PASSING OF PEACE
Hear the good news: Christ does not abandon the hurting.
God’s love meets us in the valley and carries us through.
In Christ, you are forgiven—and you are not alone.
Thanks be to God.
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S SERMON:            “Band Aids”
LUKE 10:25–37     Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 26He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” 27He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 28And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.” 29But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 31Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ 36Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” 37He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”   
PSALM 23 
The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 2He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; 3he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. 4Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff— they comfort me. 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long.
SERMON:                             “Crossing Against the Light”  

*HYMN: #451 “Be Now My Vision”
RESPONDING TO THE WORD  OF GOD

JOYS & CONCERNS, PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH, LORD’S PRAYER
	Lord, in your mercy… Hear our prayers.

CALL TO OFFERING
One of the ways love refuses to shy away is through generosity—supporting care, community, and healing. Let us give as we are able.
Thank you for supporting our ministries!  
Offerings are gratefully received in the box in the back of the sanctuary, via QR code, or by US post.  
[image: ]

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Him all creatures here below
Praise Him above ye heav'nly hosts, Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost

OFFERTORY PRAYER
God of compassionate love,
receive these gifts and turn them into mercy—
for the hurting, the lonely, the overlooked, the afraid.
Make our church a neighbor on the road.
Amen.


 SENT TO SERVE
SONG: “Oh Lord You're Beautiful”
Verse 1
Oh Lord You're beautiful, Your face is all I seek
And when Your eyes are on this child, Your grace abounds to me
Bridge
I want to take Your Word, And shine it all around
First help me just to live it Lord, And when I'm doing well
Help me to never seek a crown, For my reward is giving glory to You
Verse 2
Oh Lord please light the fire, That once burned bright and clear
Replace the lamp of my first love, That burns with holy fear
Keith Green, CCLI Song #14514, © 1980 Ears To Hear Music
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com, CCLI License #11353163

ANNOUNCEMENTS and BENEDICTION 
Go in peace. Cross the road toward love. Stay when it would be easier to flee.
And may Christ, the wounded healer, walk with you—and make your love brave.
Amen.

POSTLUDE

Thank you for worshiping with us at TCC!
Pastor: Rev. Dr. M. Todd Shipley
   Music Minister: Ilana Ofgang, Ilana.ofgang@trumbullcc.org 

 OFFICE HOURS: Please feel free to reach out to Lisa – Mondays, Wednesday & Thursdays from 9am-12pm at 203-268-2433 or at office@trumbullcc.org.   
Pastor Todd will be on Vacation from March 16-23.  Rev. Caroly Gibson will be preaching in his absence on Sunday 3/22.  If you need any assistance – please call the office -thank you.

LET US PRAY…..To add to our prayer list please email Lisa in the office  with a brief description of your prayer.  Please indicate if you would like the prayer to be listed on an ongoing basis.  office@trumbullcc.org.[image: ]

 
~The parents of Paul Nestro, experiencing health concerns
~Maria Coffin, prayers for ongoing recovery from cancer surgery
~Ian and Jacqueline Sugrue-Tait and Griffin, their youngest, who struggles with significant health issues.  Prayers  
   also for Jacqueline’s father, experiencing health concerns 
~Rev. John Russell, former TCC Pastor, experiencing health concerns
~Marlene, Amy Ronge’s friend, healing prayers as she recovers from cancer treatment
~ Ruth Knecht, receiving treatment for cancer     
~ Michelle Monlar, experiencing health concerns
~ Barbara DeAngelo’s brother-in-law Richie DeAngelo experiencing health concerns
 ~The family of Janice Forgette mourning her passing, especially Robin.
~ Edward Consolati, experiencing health concerns
~ Jen Svelnys & family mourning the recent death of her mother Patricia Svelnys
~ Carrie Foy, Laura and Eric Farrell’s Sister in Law dealing with paralysis issues.
~ Joyce Golesky's friend Joanne, whose 13 year old grandson Leo is still hospitalized after bone marrow      
       transplant
 ~ Joyce Golesky's friend Lidia still undergoing cancer treatment
~ Ann Pinto, undergoing chemotherapy
~  Joyce Golesky's cousin Al, who has recently passed away
~ Muirgheal Coffin,  as she struggles with an increase in seizures and is trying new medication
~ Karolina Szabo & her family mourning the passing of her sister, Irma
~The Hare family mourning the passing of Angela’s mother

ANNOUNCEMENTS
[image: ]MFA PASTOR PLUNGE TODAY- 3PM!!  Pastor Todd & Pastor Tim will brave the frigid waters of Pinewood Lake againTODAY To raise funds and awareness for youth & adult mental health & suicide prevention.  All proceeds will benefit My Friend Abby - see link for info & donation information All are invited to join - we hope to see you there !!!    St Paddy's Pastor's Plunge 2026 - My Friend Abby | Handbid - Mobile bidding + auction software
UPCOMING EVENTS
· TODAY - Pinewood Lake Pastor's Polar Plunge 3PM - Who will be joining them this year to raise money for My Friend Abby? 
· March 18th - Gentle Yoga 6-7pm    (Click HERE to register!)
· March 25th - Mindful Mandala Art Workshop 6-8pm    (Click HERE to register!)
· April 1st - Meditation 6-7pm    (Click HERE to register!)
· April 6th- Governing Board Meeting - 7:00pm
· April 8th -  Gentle Yoga 6-7pm    (Click HERE to register!)
· April 15th - Meditation 6-7pm    (Click HERE to register!)
· May 4th - Governing Board Meeting - 7:00pm
· June 1st - Governing Board Meeting - 7:00pm
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