GATHERED FOR WORSHIP
PRELUDE
WELCOME
SACRED PAUSE
Before words were written, before temples were built, before religions were named, there was breath… and the quiet knowing that we belong.

OPENING PRAYER
Holy Mystery beyond all naming, You have been sought in forests and deserts,
in caves and cathedrals, in silence and in song. Some have called you the Way, some Enlightenment, some the Word made flesh. We do not gather today to flatten our differences, but to listen more deeply to the wisdom that teaches us how to live,
how to suffer less, how to love more. Open us to truth wherever it appears. Root us in compassion.  Lead us into lives of peace. Amen.

WORSHIP IN SONG

SONG: “Weary Traveler”
Verse 1
Weary traveler, Beat down from the storms that you have weathered
Feels like this road just might go on forever, Carry on
You keep on givin’, But everyday this world just keeps on takin’
Your tired heart is on the edge of breaking, Carry on
Chorus
Weary traveler restless soul
You were never meant to walk this road alone
It’ll all be worth it so just hold on
Weary traveler you won’t be weary long
Verse 2
No more searching, Heaven’s healing’s
Gonna find where all the hurt is, When Jesus calls
We’ll lay down all our heavy burdens, Carry on
Interlude
No you won't be weary long, You won't be weary long
Bridge 1
Someday soon we’re gonna make it home
Someday soon we’re gonna make it home
(REPEAT)
Bridge 2
Someday soon we’re gonna make it home
Someday soon we’re gonna make it home
Someday soon we’re gonna make it home, Gonna make it home
Tag
Weary traveler you won’t be weary long, Weary traveler you won’t be weary long
Andrew Jacob Pruis, Jordan St. Cyr, Matthew West
CCLI Song #7184142, © 2021 BEC Worship; This Little Fire; Combustion Five; Combustion Four Point Five; Inman Park Music; Get Ur Seek On; Two Story House Music, For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com, CCLI License #11353163

SONG:  “Save us All,” Tracy Chapman

I know Jesus loves me, In my heart I know it's true
I know Mary's little baby, Came into the world
Just to save me, But I don't know about you
My God's a mighty big God, My God can shake the world up
Plagues and famines, Frogs and locusts
Walking on water, Burning bushes
Rolling the thunder, And parting the waters too
My God is good in the kitchen, Make a good meal from bread and fishes
Feed the hungry pour the wine, Everybody's welcome to have a good time
Sit at his table enjoy the food, I know Jesus loves me
He says I should love you, My neighbor not his wife
Don't covet steal kill or lie, My God's got a lot of rules
My God made creation, Six days work one day vacation
Made a garden, Filled it with apples
Adam and Eve they walked around natural, Until they are that one piece of bad fruit
I've heard that your God's older, Buddha, Allah, Krishna
Manifest with many faces, Worshipped the world over in foreign places
I assume your God must love you, I know Jesus loves me
And my God is good and great and true, But if pride goeth before the fall
I hope someone's God will save us all, Save us all
And love the sinners too.


*HYMN: “I Heard The Voice Of Jesus Say (Kingsfold)”
[bookmark: _hxvofly9pat3]Verse 1
I heard the voice of Jesus say
Come unto Me and rest
Lay down thou weary one
Lay down thy head upon My breast
I came to Jesus as I was
Weary and worn and sad
I found in Him a resting place, And He has made me glad
CCLI Song # 2598000
Horatius Bonar | Lucy Broadwood | Ralph Vaughan Williams
© Words: Public Domain; Music: Public Domain
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 11353163


*PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 
Holy Mystery,   we confess that we often cling too tightly
to what we think we know.  We have mistaken certainty for faith
and judgment for devotion.   We have rushed to speak
instead of learning to listen. We confess that we have harmed others
in your name— closed doors instead of opening hearts,
built walls instead of practicing compassion.  We confess, too, the quieter failures:   our distracted living,  our restless striving,  our resistance to stillness,
our fear of letting go. Forgive us when we forget  that love is the heart of wisdom,  and mercy the truest form of devotion. Return us to the Way of Jesus— gentle, courageous, and free.  Amen.

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE AND THE PASSING OF PEACE
Hear the good news: Jesus does not meet us with condemnation,
 but with invitation. He does not demand perfection,
 but offers presence. To all who are weary of striving,
 to all who are ready to begin again,  Christ says:
 “Come to me.” In Jesus Christ,  we are forgiven,  we are welcomed,
 we are set back on the path of love. Walk in peace.  Live gently.  Begin again. Amen.
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S SERMON              “Different Paths, Same Love”
MATTHEW 11:25-26, 29-30 
At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, God, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26yes, God, for such was your gracious will. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

COLOSSIANS 1:15-19
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 17He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 

SERMON:                                  “E is for East meets West”

HYMN: #484 “O Come to Me, You Weary” 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD  OF GOD

JOYS & CONCERNS, PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH, LORD’S PRAYER
	Lord, in your mercy… Hear our prayers.

CALL TO OFFERING: 
In many wisdom traditions, generosity is not a transaction,
 but a practice.
A practice of loosening our grip.
 A practice of gratitude.
 A practice of trust.
Jesus, too, taught that where our treasure goes, our hearts follow.
So as we give today—
 whether in the offering plate, through a gift online,
 or through acts of kindness beyond these walls—
 we offer not just our resources,
 but our intention.
May what we share help create a community
 where compassion is practiced,
 mercy is lived,
 and love is made visible.
Thank you for supporting our ministries!  
Offerings are gratefully received in the box in the back of the sanctuary, via QR code, or by US post.  
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DOXOLOGY:
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below
Praise Him above ye heav'nly hosts; Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost

 SENT TO SERVE

SONG: “Chain Breaker”
Verse 1
If you've been walking the same old road
For miles and miles
If you've been hearing the same old voice
Tell the same old lies
If you're trying to fill the same old holes inside
There's a better life
There's a better life
Chorus
If you've got pain He's a pain taker
If you feel lost He's a way maker
If you need freedom or saving
He's a prison shaking Savior
If you got chains He's a chain breaker
Verse 2
We've all searched for the light of day
In the dead of night
We've all found ourselves worn out
From the same old fight
We've all run to things we know just ain't right
When there's a better life
There's a better life
Bridge
If you believe it, If you receive it
If you can feel it, Somebody testify
Ending
Oh if you need freedom or saving
He's a prison shaking Savior
If you got chains well He's a chain breaker
Jonathan Smith, Mia Fieldes, Zach Williams, CCLI Song #7060031
© 2015 Anthems of Hope; Be Essential Songs; Cashagamble Jet Music; Hipgnosis Songs Essential; So Essential Tunes; Upside Down Under; Wisteria Drive, For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS and BENEDICTION 
Go now,  not as owners of truth,  but as students of wisdom. Walk gently.
 Love deeply.  Practice compassion daily. And may the Way that cannot be named,
 the Love that took flesh,
 and the Spirit that breathes through all things
 guide you in peace.
Amen.
POSTLUDE

Thank you for worshiping with us at TCC!
Pastor: Rev. Dr. M. Todd Shipley
   Music Minister: Ilana Ofgang, Ilana.ofgang@trumbullcc.org 

 OFFICE HOURS: Please feel free to reach out to Lisa – Mondays, Wednesday & Thursdays from 9am-12pm at 203-268-2433 or at office@trumbullcc.org.   



LET US PRAY…..To add to our prayer list please email Lisa in the office  with a brief description of your prayer.  Please indicate if you would like the prayer to be listed on an ongoing basis.  office@trumbullcc.org.[image: ]
~Karolina Szabo’s sister, Irma, experiencing health concerns.  
~The parents of Paul Nestro, experiencing health concerns
~Maria Coffin, prayers for ongoing recovery from cancer surgery
~Ian and Jacqueline Sugrue-Tait and Griffin, their youngest, who struggles with significant health issues.  Prayers  
   also for Jacqueline’s father, experiencing health concerns 
~Rev. John Russell, former TCC Pastor, experiencing health concerns
~Marlene, Amy Ronge’s friend, healing prayers as she recovers from cancer treatment
~ Ruth Knecht, receiving treatment for cancer     
~ Michelle Monlar, experiencing health concerns
~ Barbara DeAngelo’s brother-in-law Richie DeAngelo experiencing health concerns
 ~The family of Janice Forgette mourning her passing, especially Robin.
~ Edward Consolati, experiencing health concerns
~ Jen Svelnys & family mourning the recent death of her mother Patricia Svelnys
~ Carrie Foy, Laura and Eric Farrell’s Sister in Law dealing with paralysis issues.
~ Joyce Golesky's friend Joanne, whose 13 year old grandson Leo is still hospitalized after bone marrow      
       transplant
 ~ Joyce Golesky's friend Lidia still undergoing cancer treatment
~ Ann Pinto, undergoing chemotherapy
~ Joyce Golesky's cousin Al, who has entered hospice care 
~ Muirgheal Coffin,  as she struggles with an increase in seizures and is trying new medication
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*Mindfulness Meditation: Rather than setting resolutions based on our perceived flaws and a plan to "improve," the new year offers an opportunity for renewal. We can acknowledge where we've been and what we've been through and soften and open to what may arise in 2026. We can begin to live with more presence, peace, and freedom despite our external circumstances. I will be offering Mindfulness Meditation on Wednesday February 11th on Zoom at 5:30pm via Zoom. The cost will be $15. 

*Stay Tuned! Wellness Wednesdays will be back at TCC on February 25th. We are excited to be offering mindfulness and wellness options such as meditation, yoga, and mandala painting. Hope to see you on Zoom or at a Wellness Wednesday event! 
[image: ]
· Feb11th  - Mindfulness Meditation w/ Kirsten Nestro - 5:30 pm (via ZOOM)
· Feb. 18th - Ash Wednesday at Unity Hill UCC at 7pm
· Feb. 25th - Wellness Wednesday - w/ Michelle Consolati - 5:30 pm
· Feb. 26 - Feel the Warmth at Nourish Bridgeport 
                          Volunteer - Trumbull Congregational Church 
· March 15th - Pinewood Lake Pastor's Polar Plunge - Who will be joining them this year to raise money for My Friend Abby? 
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