GATHERED FOR WORSHIP
PRELUDE
WELCOME
SACRED PAUSE
OPENING PRAYER
Christ of the wilderness,
 when we are hungry for approval, quick fixes, control,
 when our minds run ahead of our bodies,
 when fear pretends to be wisdom
 and anxiety calls itself planning,
 meet us in the quiet place.
Give us the gift of holy discernment:
 not suspicion, but clarity;
 not cynicism, but wisdom;
 not endless second-guessing, but the courage to choose the good.
 Teach us to notice the small moments when temptation arrives disguised as common sense. Steady our hearts in your love, and guide our feet in your way.
 Spirit of the Living Christ, form in us what we cannot form alone.
 Amen.
SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM - Everleigh McGarty

WORSHIP IN SONG
SONG: “You Are My Hiding Place”
Chorus
You are my hiding place, You always fill my heart
With songs of deliverance, Whenever I am afraid
I will trust in You
Bridge
I will trust in You, Let the weak say I am strong
In the strength of the Lord
Michael Ledner, CCLI Song #21442, © 1981 CCCM Music; Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com, CCLI License #11353163

SONG:  “Fumbling Towards Ecstacy” by Sarah McLachlan
All the fear has left me now, I'm not frightened anymore
It's my heart that pounds beneath my flesh, It's my mouth that pushes out this breath
And if I shed a tear, I won't cage it, I won't fear love, And if I feel a rage, I won't deny it
I won't fear love, Companion to our demons, They will dance and we will play
With chairs, candles, and cloth, Making darkness in the day
It will be easy to look in or out, Upstream or down without a thought
And if I shed a tear, I won't cage it, I won't fear love
And if I feel a rage, I won't deny it, I won't fear love
Peace in the struggle, To find peace
Comfort on the way, To comfort, And if I shed a tear, I won't cage it
I won't fear love, And if I feel a rage, I won't deny it
I won't fear love, I won't fear love, I won't fear love
And if I shed a tear, I won't cage it, I won't fear love
And if I feel a rage, I won't deny it, I won't fear love
I won't fear love, I won't fear love, And if I shed a tear, I won't cage it
I won't fear love


*HYMN: “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” (Kingsfold) 
Verse 3
I heard the voice of Jesus say
I am this dark world's light
Look unto Me thy morn shall rise
And all thy day be bright
I looked to Jesus and I found
In Him my Star my Sun
And in that light of life I'll walk
Till travelling days are done

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 
God, we confess:
 we have confused urgency with wisdom,
 noise with guidance,
 winning with goodness.
 We have called impulse "intuition"
 and called avoidance "peace."
 We have wanted bread without trust,
 power without service,
 glory without love.
Forgive us for the ways we reach for shortcuts that cost us our souls.
 Return us to the truth that you are enough.
 Teach us to pause long enough to hear what is life-giving,
 and brave enough to choose it.
 Spirit of the Living Christ, form in us what we cannot form alone.
 Amen.


*WORDS OF ASSURANCE AND THE PASSING OF PEACE

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S SERMON              "The Pause Button"
MATTHEW 4:1-11: Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 3The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4But he answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 5Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’” 7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor; 9and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 10Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’” 11Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.          

SERMON:                                  "Wisdom in the Wilderness"
HYMN: #205 “Forty Days and Forty Nights”

RESPONDING TO THE WORD  OF GOD

JOYS & CONCERNS, PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH, LORD’S PRAYER
	Lord, in your mercy… Hear our prayers.

OFFERING
Thank you for supporting our ministries!  
Offerings are gratefully received in the box in the back of the sanctuary, via QR code, or by US post.  
[image: ]

DOXOLOGY
In the wilderness, Jesus refuses the shortcut—the quick gain, the easy power, the flashy proof. He chooses the deeper way: trust, integrity, love.
Our offering is one of those “deeper way” choices. It’s a quiet decision to invest in what gives life: compassion, justice, community, and hope.


 SENT TO SERVE



SONG: “Act Justly, Love Mercy, Walk Humbly”
Verse 1
It all comes down to this, What you require of me
Love my neighbor as myself, And You above all things
Chorus
Act justly love mercy walk humbly, With You God
In all things in all ways walk humbly, With You God
Verse 2
It all comes down to this, To be Your hands and feet
Good news to all the world, The truth will set us free
Bridge
It's beauty for ashes, It's mourning to dancing
It's closer and closer, The Kingdom of heaven
Verse 3
Years from now we'll see, The fruit our hands have sown
Faith just like a seed, The only way it grows
Chris Tomlin, Jason Ingram, Pat Barrett, CCLI Song #7168697
© 2021 Capitol CMG Genesis; Capitol CMG Paragon; Housefires Sounds; S. D. G. Publishing; Vamos Publishing; Jingram Tunes; So Essential Tunes, For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License #11353163

ANNOUNCEMENTS and BENEDICTION 
Go with wise hearts:
 not rushed, not ruled, not reckless,
 but led by Christ into what gives life.
 May the Spirit grant you a holy pause,
 a clear seeing,
 and the courage to choose love.
 Amen.
POSTLUDE

Thank you for worshiping with us at TCC!
Pastor: Rev. Dr. M. Todd Shipley
   Music Minister: Ilana Ofgang, Ilana.ofgang@trumbullcc.org 

 OFFICE HOURS: Please feel free to reach out to Lisa – Mondays, Wednesday & Thursdays from 9am-12pm at 203-268-2433 or at office@trumbullcc.org.   



LET US PRAY…..To add to our prayer list please email Lisa in the office  with a brief description of your prayer.  Please indicate if you would like the prayer to be listed on an ongoing basis.  office@trumbullcc.org.[image: ]
~Karolina Szabo’s sister, Irma, experiencing health concerns.  
~The parents of Paul Nestro, experiencing health concerns
~Maria Coffin, prayers for ongoing recovery from cancer surgery
~Ian and Jacqueline Sugrue-Tait and Griffin, their youngest, who struggles with significant health issues.  Prayers  
   also for Jacqueline’s father, experiencing health concerns 
~Rev. John Russell, former TCC Pastor, experiencing health concerns
~Marlene, Amy Ronge’s friend, healing prayers as she recovers from cancer treatment
~ Ruth Knecht, receiving treatment for cancer     
~ Michelle Monlar, experiencing health concerns
~ Barbara DeAngelo’s brother-in-law Richie DeAngelo experiencing health concerns
 ~The family of Janice Forgette mourning her passing, especially Robin.
~ Edward Consolati, experiencing health concerns
~ Jen Svelnys & family mourning the recent death of her mother Patricia Svelnys
~ Carrie Foy, Laura and Eric Farrell’s Sister in Law dealing with paralysis issues.
~ Joyce Golesky's friend Joanne, whose 13 year old grandson Leo is still hospitalized after bone marrow      
       transplant
 ~ Joyce Golesky's friend Lidia still undergoing cancer treatment
~ Ann Pinto, undergoing chemotherapy
~  Joyce Golesky's cousin Al, who has recently passed away
~ Muirgheal Coffin,  as she struggles with an increase in seizures and is trying new medication
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*Stay Tuned! Wellness Wednesdays will be back at TCC on February 25th. We are excited to be offering mindfulness and wellness options such as meditation, yoga, and mandala painting. Hope to see you on Zoom or at a Wellness Wednesday event! 
[image: ]
· Feb. 25th - Wellness Wednesday - w/ Michelle Consolati - 5:30 pm
· Feb. 26 - Feel the Warmth at Nourish Bridgeport 
                          Volunteer - Trumbull Congregational Church 
· March 15th - Pinewood Lake Pastor's Polar Plunge - Who will be joining them this year to raise money for My Friend Abby? 
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