GATHERED FOR WORSHIP
PRELUDE
WELCOME
SACRED PAUSE
God of the long journey, we are not finished, and we do not have to be.
Plant your Word in us like a seed.Shape us like an artist shapes beauty from what is.
Teach us wonder, practice, courage, and compassion.In this quiet, we offer you our whole selves—what we know, what we question, what we carry, and what we hope.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Holy One, you meet us not as finished products but as people in process.
People: You love us as we are, and you love us too much to leave us as we are.
Leader: You are the Potter; we are the clay.
People: Shape us again in your love.
Leader: Your word is a seed, hidden and slow, growing even when we cannot see.
People: Plant your word deep within us.
All: Form us by beauty, mercy, and truth, until our lives look more like Christ.

WORSHIP IN SONG
SONG: “Change my heart, O God”
Chorus
Change my heart O God
Make it ever true
Change my heart O God
May I be like You
Verse
You are the Potter
I am the clay
Mould me and make me
This is what I pray
Eddie Espinosa, CCLI Song #1565, © 1982 Heart And Harp Worship, For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com, CCLI License #11353163

SONG:  “All that Really Matters,” Teddy Swims
Learnin' how to live when there's no one around, It's like learnin' how to feel when [it all] runs out, You can see my scars 'cause I'm wearin' 'em proud, Even with my broken parts, I feel better now, If I could crawl in the mind, and give any advice to my younger self
Find something you can hold on to, Find someone who'll be there for you
'Cause that's all that really matters in the end, Find somewhere you can come home to
Find someone that'll die for you, 'Cause that's all that really matters in the end
Is love, love, love, 'Cause it's all that really matters in the end, 'Cause it's all that really matters in the end, It's hard to tell the truth when you lie to yourself, Always give too much of you to someone else, I'm talkin' to you now like we're old friends, It'll never be too late to start again
Find something you can hold on to, Find someone who'll be there for you, 'Cause that's all that really matters in the end, Find somewhere you can come home to,  Find someone that'll die for you (die for you), 'Cause that's all that really matters in the end, Is love, love, love
'Cause it's all that really matters in the end, Find something you can hold onto
Find someone who'll be there for you, 'Cause that's all that really matters in the end
Find somewhere you can come home to, Find someone that'll die for you
'Cause that's all that really matters in the end, Is love, love, love, Love, love, love
Because that's all that really matters in the end, Is love, love, love, Love, love, love
It's all that really matters in the end, Is love, love, love
'Cause it's all that really matters in the end, 'Cause it's all that really matters in the end

*HYMN: “I heard the voice of Jesus Say” (Kingsfold)
Verse 2
I heard the voice of Jesus say
Behold I freely give
The living water thirsty one
Stoop down and drink and live
I came to Jesus and I drank
Of that life giving stream
My thirst was quenched my soul revived
And now I live in Him

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION: God of grace and growth,
we confess that we have let many things form us besides your love.
We are shaped by hurry and distraction, by outrage and comparison,
by stories that divide the world into “us” and “them.”
Forgive us for confusing information with transformation,
for admiring your way without practicing it,
for calling “normal” what your gospel names as bondage.
Gentle Christ, lift from us what crushes, unlearn in us what harms,
and form in us what is true and free and loving. Spirit of the living God,
fall afresh on us. Melt us, mold us, fill us, use us.
Amen.

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE AND THE PASSING OF PEACE
Hear the good news. The One who calls you is faithful and will not let you go.
Jesus does not add to the weight that is crushing you.In Christ, you are not behind; you are becoming.You are forgiven, you are being formed, and you are not alone in the journey.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S SERMON                 “God’s Growing Work”
JEREMIAH 18:1–6: The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 2“Come, go down to the potter’s house, and there I will let you hear my words.” 3So I went down to the potter’s house, and there he was working at his wheel. 4The vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, as seemed good to him. 5Then the word of the Lord came to me: 6Can I not do with you, O house of Israel, just as this potter has done? says the Lord. Just like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel.                    

MARK 4:26–34: He also said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, 27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”  30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”
33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 34he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples.

SERMON:                                     “F is for Faith Formation”
HYMN: #43 “Love Divine All Loves Excelling”

RESPONDING TO THE WORD  OF GOD

JOYS & CONCERNS, PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH, LORD’S PRAYER
	Lord, in your mercy… Hear our prayers.

OFFERING: 
Thank you for supporting our ministries!  
Offerings are gratefully received in the box in the back of the sanctuary, via QR code, or by US post.  
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DOXOLOGY: 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise Him all creatures here below
Praise Him above ye heav'nly hosts
Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost (Amen)

 SENT TO SERVE

SONG: “Your Love is Amazing”
Hallelujah
Verse 1
Your love is amazing, Steady and unchanging
Your love is a mountain, Firm beneath my feet
Your love is a myst'ry, How You gently lift me
When I am surrounded, Your love carries me
Chorus
Hallelujah hallelujah hallelujah, Your love makes me sing
Hallelujah hallelujah hallelujah, Your love makes me sing
Verse 2
Your love is surprising, I can feel it rising
All the joy that's growing, Deep inside of me
Ev'ry time I see You, All Your goodness shines through
I can feel this God song, Rising up in me
Interlude
Yes You make me sing, Lord You make me sing sing sing
How You make me sing
Ending
Lord You make me sing, How You make me sing
Brenton Brown, Brian Doerksen, CCLI Song #3091812, © 2000 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire)
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com, CCLI License #11353163


ANNOUNCEMENTS and BENEDICTION 
May the God who formed you in the beginning continue to shape you with patience and delight. May Christ, gentle and strong, walk beside you in every step of your becoming. And may the Holy Spirit breathe in you courage to unlearn what harms, and grace to grow in love. Go in peace, to love and to serve. Amen.

POSTLUDE

Thank you for worshiping with us at TCC!
Pastor: Rev. Dr. M. Todd Shipley
   Music Minister: Ilana Ofgang, Ilana.ofgang@trumbullcc.org 

 OFFICE HOURS: Please feel free to reach out to Lisa – Mondays, Wednesday & Thursdays from 9am-12pm at 203-268-2433 or at office@trumbullcc.org. 

LET US PRAY…..To add to our prayer list please email Lisa in the office  with a brief description of your prayer.  Please indicate if you would like the prayer to be listed on an ongoing basis.  office@trumbullcc.org.[image: ]
~Karolina Szabo’s sister, Irma, experiencing health concerns.  
~The parents of Paul Nestro, experiencing health concerns
~Maria Coffin, prayers for ongoing recovery from cancer surgery
~Ian and Jacqueline Sugrue-Tait and Griffin, their youngest, who struggles with significant health issues.  Prayers  
   also for Jacqueline’s father, experiencing health concerns 
~Rev. John Russell, former TCC Pastor, experiencing health concerns
~Marlene, Amy Ronge’s friend, healing prayers as she recovers from cancer treatment
~ Ruth Knecht, receiving treatment for cancer     
~ Michelle Monlar, experiencing health concerns
~ Barbara DeAngelo’s brother-in-law Richie DeAngelo experiencing health concerns
 ~The family of Janice Forgette mourning her passing, especially Robin.
~ Edward Consolati, experiencing health concerns
~ Jen Svelnys & family mourning the recent death of her mother Patricia Svelnys
~ Carrie Foy, Laura and Eric Farrell’s Sister in Law dealing with paralysis issues.
~ Joyce Golesky's friend Joanne, whose 13 year old grandson Leo is still hospitalized after bone marrow      
       transplant
 ~ Joyce Golesky's friend Lidia still undergoing cancer treatment
~ Ann Pinto, undergoing chemotherapy
~ Joyce Golesky's cousin Al, who has recently passed away
~ Muirgheal Coffin,  as she struggles with an increase in seizures and is trying new medication
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* WELLNESS WEDNESDAYS : we are  back at TCC on February 25th. We are excited to be offering mindfulness and wellness options such as meditation, yoga, and mandala painting. Hope to see you on Zoom or at a Wellness Wednesday event! (see insert for details)
* TEXT MESSAGES FROM BREEZE: As many of you have already seen, Pastor Todd is sending out short weekly reflections via text through our online system, Breeze. Text messages will come from this number:
87477.  For easy reference, add this number to the contact list on your phone and label it “Church Messages.”
[image: ]
· Feb. 18th - Ash Wednesday at TCC  at 7pm
· Feb. 25th - Wellness Wednesday - w/ Michelle Consolati - 5:30 pm
· Feb. 26 - Feel the Warmth at Nourish Bridgeport 
                          Volunteer - Trumbull Congregational Church 
· March 15th - Pinewood Lake Pastor's Polar Plunge - Who will be joining them this year to raise money for My Friend Abby? 
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