GATHERED FOR WORSHIP
PRELUDE, OPENING PRAYER, WELCOME, & ANNOUNCEMENTS
WORSHIP IN SONG
SONG: “Emmanuel”
Chorus
Come come Emmanuel, Son of God appear
Heaven and earth rejoice, Salvation is drawing near
Salvation is drawing near
Verse 1
O come O come Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here, Until the Son of God appear
Verse 2
O come O Wisdom from on high, Who ordered all things mightily
To us the path of knowledge show, And teach us in her ways to go
Verse 3
O come O Rod of Jesse's stem, From ev'ry foe deliver them
That trust Your mighty pow'r to save, And give them vict'ry o'er the grave
Verse 4
O come Desire of nations bind, In one the hearts of humankind
Make all our sad divisions cease, And be for us the King of Peace
Ending
Rejoice Emmanuel, Shall come to thee O Israel
Rejoice Emmanuel, Shall come to thee O Israel
John Mason Neale, Steve Angrisano, CCLI Song #5779132, © 2004 SPIRITANDSONG.COM PUBLISHING
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com

SONG:  “The Coming of Jah,” Low
Verse:
Every knee shall bow, And every tongue confess
Every tongue confess, Every tongue confess
Chorus:
Every knee shall bow, And every tongue confess, The coming of Jah is near
Verse:
If you have eyes, you will see, If you have ears, you will hear
If you have eyes, you will see, If you have ears, you will hear
Every knee shall bow, And every tongue confess, The coming of Jah is near
Chorus:
Jah shall wipe away all tears from our eyes, Jah shall wipe away all tears from our eyes, When I reachin′ Zion, all troubles will be over, Jah shall wipe away all tears
Verse:
Every knee shall bow, And every tongue confess, Every tongue confess
Every tongue confess, Every knee shall bow
And every tongue confess, I say, the coming of Jah is near
Chorus:
Jah shall wipe away all tears from our eyes, Jah shall wipe away all tears from our eyes, When I reachin' Zion, all troubles will be over
Jah shall wipe away all tears

A LITANY FOR ADVENT
  Leaders:  O come, Emmanuel, come to us, for we are lonely for God.
  People:  Come, bring the peace of God-With-Us 
  Leader:  Lead us in the ways of knowledge, and show us the paths of peace.
  People:  Come and grant to us the blessed gift of Hope!

*HYMN: #116 "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel" (verse 1)

LIGHTING THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE
Today we enter Advent, a season of possibilities.  Hope seems a far-off vision, yet we yearn for it to fill us.  Restore us, God of Life, Bring us closer to hope, the hope that lights the way to Bethlehem.  As we light this first Advent candle, let us ask God to open our hearts to the signs of hope and restoration. 
Let us pray:  Loving God, your church joyfully awaits the coming of Christ, who enlightens our hearts.  Pour forth your blessing upon us as we light the candles of this wreath.  May the light reflect the splendor of Christ, who is our Lord forever. Amen

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION:   Merciful God, you sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation.  Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may be ready to celebrate aright the commemoration of the Nativity. Amen.

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE AND THE PASSING OF PEACE
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S SERMON
ISAIAH 40: 1-11: Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.  3A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 5Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 6A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. 7The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass. 8The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. 9Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” 10See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 11He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.

MATTHEW 24: 36-44:  But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.

SERMON: “Why Do People Come to Church?"

RESPONDING TO THE WORD  OF GOD

*HYMN: #122 “Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus”


JOYS & CONCERNS, PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH, LORD’S PRAYER
	Lord, in your mercy… Hear our prayers.

OFFERING: 
Thank you for supporting our ministries!  
Offerings are gratefully received in the box in the back of the sanctuary, via QR code, or by US post.  
[image: ]
 SENT TO SERVE

HYMN: #117 "Lift up your Heads, O Mighty Gates"

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE

Thank you for worshiping with us at TCC!
Pastor: Rev. Caroly Gibson
   Music Minister: Ilana Ofgang, Ilana.ofgang@trumbullcc.org 

 OFFICE HOURS: Please feel free to reach out to Lisa – Mondays, Wednesday & Thursdays from 9am-12pm at 203-268-2433 or at office@trumbullcc.org.   
LET US PRAY…..To add to our prayer list please email Lisa in the office  with a brief description of your prayer.  Please indicate if you would like the prayer to be listed on an ongoing basis.  office@trumbullcc.org.[image: ]
~Stephanie Marko, Jo Ann Hunt’s friend, who lost her son (48 years old) to heart failure
~Karolina Szabo’s sister, Irma, experiencing health concerns.  
~Charlotte Coe and family, Jo Ann Hunt's friend with dementia and cancer
~The parents of Paul Nestro, experiencing health concerns
~Maria Coffin, prayers for ongoing recovery from cancer surgery
~Ian and Jacqueline Sugrue-Tait and Griffin, their youngest, who struggles with significant health issues.  Prayers  
   also for Jacqueline’s father, experiencing health concerns 
~Rev. John Russell, former TCC Pastor, experiencing health concerns
~Marlene, Amy Ronge’s friend, healing prayers as she recovers from cancer treatment
~ Ruth Knecht, receiving treatment for cancer     
~ Michelle Monlar, experiencing health concerns
~ Barbara DeAngelo’s brother-in-law Richie DeAngelo experiencing health concerns
~ Irene Campbell healing from a recent fall
 ~The family of Janice Forgette mourning her passing, especially Robin.
~ Jen Svelnys & family mourning the recent death of her mother Patricia Svelnys
~ Bruce Gibson, experiencing health concerns
~ Carrie Foy, Laura and Eric Farrell’s Sister in Law dealing with paralysis issues.

*WELLNESS WEDNESDAYS AT TCC!: December's mindfulness meditation will be a three-part series on "Mindfulness and Self-Compassion." Mindfulness helps us to notice what we are experiencing while we are experiencing it and self-compassion helps us to recognize what we need in response to our experience. We often find it is easy to be kind and compassionate to our friends when they are hurting or make a mistake, but really hard on ourselves. This series will involve meditations and exercises designed to awaken compassion for ourselves. Please consider joining on December 3rd, 10th, and 17th @ 5:45p in the Round Room. The class is open to the community.  3 classes/$40 & 1 class/$15.[image: ]
*WOMEN’S LUNCHEON: The women’s group will be meeting Wednesday Dec. 3rd. at 12:00 at Old Towne Restaurant. Please RSVP to Barbara as we will need to make reservations in advance - we hope to see you there !!!

[image: ]
· Dec. 3rd - Women’s luncheon - 12:00 pm 
· Dec. 3rd - Wellness Wednesday with Kirsten Nestro- 5:45 pm
· Dec.  7 - Community Carol Sing at TCC, 4 p.m.
· Dec. 10th - Wellness Wednesday with Kirsten Nestro- 5:45 pm
· Dec. 17th - Wellness Wednesday with Kirsten Nestro- 5:45 pm
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