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Notes from Pastor Tim……….

Matt Fitzgerald is a friend of mine from seminary, the Pastor of St. Paul’s UCC in Chicago, and a frequent contributor to the UCC’s “Stillspeaking” daily devotional.  His entry for Aug. 22 was particularly thoughtful and challenging.  Here’s what he wrote:

Here is a great Christian story. Dirk Willems was a Dutch Mennonite imprisoned for refusing violence and arguing against infant baptism. After his arrest in 1569 Dirk was held in the prison tower of his hometown.
After months of little food and constant prayer Dirk Willems escaped. He tied together strips of cloth to make a rope, which he used to slide down the prison wall. As he raced across the countryside, a guard spotted him and gave chase. In Dirk's path was an ice-covered river. It was late winter and the air was warm. The ice was thin. Dirk took the risk and crossed safely, aided no doubt, by his prison emaciation. As he ran atop the ice he could hear the frigid water gurgling beneath his feet. His pursuer was a well-fed man. He broke through the ice and fell into the deadly water.
Was this God's rescue? No. For Dirk knew that it is Christ's peace that saves us, not our violence. He turned back, waded into the icy water and saved his enemy. That was God's rescue.
It is a great story. But it is a Christian story. Which is to say it has a cross in it. As soon as his pursuer was on dry ground Dirk was arrested. Later that year he was executed near his native village.








In our violent world just how crazy is Christ's insistence that we practice peace? Tough question. But we ought to remember that Jesus doesn't promise peacemakers will make sense. All he guarantees is that they will be called the children of God.

	As we gear up for another cycle of church activities and observations, and as we return from our summer schedules to engage again in worship, new programs, outreach efforts, and fellowship, Matt reminds us that Church is more than these individual elements.  When we come back to Church we’re coming back into a particular culture, into something different, into an alternative “way” that takes all the work of our various activities, along with an openness of mind and heart, and a willingness to risk being different.
	It is not easy to love our enemies.  It is not easy to be a peacemaker.  Following the way of Christ is no simple task.  I’m not sure that I could do what Dirk Willems did.  Though, I am fairly sure that without the Church I wouldn’t give it a second thought.
	I’m excited for the renewed energy of this season and for the opportunity to engage again in the business of being Church together.
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Pastor Tim


[image: http://coffscoasthc.files.wordpress.com/2012/12/christmas-charity.jpg]        Alternative Christmas Fair
 The CRIER
September 2016



Mark your calendars for the first annual Alternative Christmas Fair, to be held on Saturday, December 3rd at TCC! Working with Alternative Gifts International, the event will feature gifts of food, shelter, education, gardens, and medicine to charities around the globe. The purpose of the fair is to provide opportunities for charitable holiday gift-giving to members of TCC and the wider community. Shoppers will learn about a variety of non-profit organizations and the amazing work they do all over the world, and then purchase a gift to the group(s) of their choosing, which can be made in honor of a family member, friend, or colleague. In addition to the alternative gifts, we are also planning to host vendors who sell not-for-profit handmade goods, as well as children’s activities and food. Many more details will be provided in the coming weeks. If you would like to represent one of the charities by hosting a display table and would like more information, please contact:
Alice Warren (Lmarga9095@aol.com) or Carolyn Kalahar (kalaharc@gmail.com)

2016-2017 Committee Meeting Schedule (Draft)

Council:
8/22, 9/26, 10/24, 11/28, 12/19, 2/27, 3/27, 4/24, 5/22, 6/26
Deacons:
9/12, 10/3, 11/7, 12/5, 1/9, 2/6, 3/7, 4/3, 5/1, 6/5
Endowment/Stewardship:
9/19, 10/17, 12/12, 4/17, 6/12
Trustees:
8/29, 11/14, 1/23, 3/13, 5/15
Outreach:
*9/18 (Sun),  *10/18 (Tues), 11/14, 2/13, 5/1 
CE:
*8/28 (Sun), 10/3, 11/21, 1/30, *2/21 (Tues), 5/8, 
Nominating:
*10/16 (Sun), *10/23 (Sun), *10/30 (Sun)
ERC:
*11/20 (Sun), *12/4 (Sun) 
[image: Happy Birthday Balloons Clip Art. Birthday Balloons Wallpaper.]Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary to all our members and friends celebrating in September!
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Church Service Volunteers Needed!

The new 2016-2017 sign-up boards for usher/greeter, lay reader and coffee hour are in the Narthex with lots of upcoming opportunities to serve.  Please stop on your way in or out of church and volunteer.  Everyone’s participation is what makes Trumbull Congregational Church a special place!  If you’ve never done any of these tasks before, why not give it a try. Instruction sheets are available and the Deacons will be happy to answer any questions you may have.  

Music Ministry Notes
[image: ]

Greetings everyone!
I hope you all had an absolutely wonderful summer. As I write this, I am on a train leaving London after having spent yesterday evening listening to a choral evensong at Westminster Abbey. Needless to say, I am quite inspired.  I am quite excited to kick-off our fall TCC music ministry season. The choir will begin rehearsals on Sunday, September 11th at 11:30 AM and will be kicking off its seasons of singing on Sunday, September 18th.  As always, if you want to get involved, please let me know!

In song,
Ilana
Ilana.ofgang@trumbullcc.org
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Fall Retreat
“Words for the Wag”

(Keys to SPiritual Practice)

a weekend experience for men and women

WISDOM HOUSE Scptember 23-25, 2016
229 East Litchfield Rd. (Friday, 7:00 p.m. ~
Litchfield, CcT 06759 Sundag after lunch)

[ Sometimes the lack of a simP|c, doable
1 5Piritua|itg undermines the transformation God
} offers. Our r:|igious structures can become
| tools to maintain the status quo rather than

| cata|55ts for pcrsona| and social changc.

Discover 5Piritual practices routed in simPI:
words. “Words for the Way® offers Practica|
wisdom for Iivinga deePcr sPin'tual life, staying

true to Jesus’ core message while engaging with

toclay’s world.

Led by Reverend Caroly R. Gibson
Total Cost $235.00 (includes 5 meals, room, program, and materials)
Register Soon - Space in Farmhouse is Limited

Name:. Email:.
Address:.
Phone: (. ). Special Diet:

Mail Registration with $150.00 deposit to:
Rev. Caroly Gibson 145 Hilltop Drive Trumbull, CT 06611
Balance due by September 15t

Questions or Further Details, call (203) 380-1260 email: cgibsonumc@peoplepc.com
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